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Fretended Cuuvncnes, equally Refuſed and 

Refuted, in a Two- fold Apology for the Church 
and People of God called in Deriſion Quakers. 
Wu E REI os 

They are Vindicated from thoſe that accuſe them bf Diſorder 

and Confuſion on the one hand, and fi om ſuch as Calumniate 

them with Hraum and Inpeſition on the other: Shewing, - 
That as the True and Pure Principles of the Goſpel are Re- 
ſtored by their K&ſtimony ; ſo is alſo the Antient Apoſt olick 


ORDE & of tte Church of Chrift Re-eftabliſhed among 
them, and fetied uponats &izbs Bafir and Foundation 


” 


Phil. ii. 3. Let nothing be done through Strife, or V ain-Glory ; but in Low. 
lineſs of Mind let each eſteem another Better than themſelues. 


Heb. xiii- 7. Remember them that have the Rult over you, who ſpoke untd 


you the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow . 


5 | . 
Loxpon : Printed by the Aigns of F. Sowle, at the 
Bibie in George Tad, Lombard ſtrect, 1733. 
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READER: 


Fallen State, and ſo averſe is he from walking 
in the Straight and Even Pathof Tru TH, 
that at every Turn he is inclineable to lean either to 
the Right Hand or to the Left; yea, ſuch as by the 
Work of God's Grace in their Hearts, and powerful 
Operation of his Spirit have obtained an Entrance in 


8 UCH is the Malignity of Man's Nature in his 


this Way, are daily moleſted, and ſet upon on all Hands; 
ome ſtriving to araw them the one Way, ſome the 


other: 251 if through the Power of God they be 
kept faithful and ſtable, then are they Calumnia- 
ted on both Sides; each likening or comparing them to 
the worſt of their Enemies. ; 

Thoſe that are acquainted with the Holy Scrip- 


tures, may obſerve this to be the Lot of the Saints 
in all Ages; but eſpecially thoſe, whoſe Place it hath © 


been to Reform and Reſtore the Ruins of the Houſe 
of God, when decayed, or any conſiderable Time 
have been liable to ſuch Cenſures: Hence thoſe that 


/et about Repaiting of the Walls of Jeruſalem, were 


neceſſitated to work with the one Hand, and defend 
with the other. | — 

Chrilt is accuſed of the Jews as a Samaritan 
and by the Samaritans quarrelled for being a Jew. 
The Apoſtle Paul is whipped and impriſoned by the 

A3 Gentiles, 


hh, 
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. Gentiles, and upbraided with being a Jew, and 
teaching their Cujloms ; the ſame Paul is baled and 
ready to be killed by the Jews, for breaking the Law, 
and defiling the Temple with the Gentiles. The like 
bath alſo befallen theſe faithful Witnefles and Meſ- 
ſengers, whom God has raiſed up in this Day to wit- 
neſs for his Truth, which hath long been in a great 
Meaſure bid; but now is again revealed, and many 
browght to be Witneſſes of it, who thereby are come tg 
walk in the Light of the Lord, 5 
This People thus gathered, have not wanted thoſe 
Tryals, that uſually accompany the Church of Chriſt, 
bath on the Right Hand and on the Left, aach Cha- 
rafterizing tbem in ſuch Terms, as they have judged 
would prove moſt to their Diſ-advantage. From 
whence (as the Teſtimony of the falſe Witneſſes a- 
gainſt their . Lord did not agree, neither do theſe 

againſt us) ſome will have us to be Fooliſh, Mad 
-reatures ; others to be deep, ſubtil Polititians ; 
* ſome to be illiterate, ignorant Fellows; others 
to be Learned, Cunning Jeſuits under a meer Viz- 
zZard: Divers Profeſſors will have us to be only Pen- 
fioners of the Pope, undoubtedly Papiſts; but the 
Papiſts abhor us as Hereticks : Sometimes we are a 
Diſorderly, Confuſed Rabble, leaving every one 10 
do as they liſt, againſt all good Order and Govern- 
ment; at other Times we are ſo much for Order, as 
we admit not Men to exerciſe the Liberty of their cwn 
Fudgments. Thus are our Reputations toſſed by the 
Envy of our Adverſaries; which yet cannot but have 
this Effet upon ſober-minded People, as to ſee what 
Malice works againſt us; and how theſe Men, by 
their contradiffory Aſſertions concerning us, ſave us the 
Pains, while they Refute one another. 4 
rue 
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* Foby Owen charges us with fo much Ignorance, that tho 
he writes aga inſt us in Ladin, he fears we will not under ſtan d 
it. And Tbomas Danſos about the fame Time accuſes ns of 
being Feſuirs, ſent from abroad under this V izzard, 
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True it is, we have laboured to walk amidſt theſe 
Extremities ; and upon our appearing for the Truth, 
eve have found Things good in themſelves abuſed on 
' both Hands: For ſuch hath always been the Work of an 
' Apoſtacy, to keep up the Shadow of certain Truths; 
- that there-through they might ſhelter other Evils. Thus 
the Jews made Uſe of the Law and the Prophets to 
vindicate their Abuſes; yea, and to crucify Chriſt + 
And how much many Chriſtians abuſe the Scriptures 
and the Traditions of the Apoſtles, to uphold Things 
quite contrary to it, will in the general be readily ac- 
knowledged by moſt. | 
| But to deſcend more particularly; there be Two 
Things eſpecially, both of which in their Primitive 
De were appointed; and did very much contribute to- 
' . wards the Edification of the Church: The one is, 
The Power and Authority, which the Apoſtles I. 
had given them of Chriſt, for the Gathering, 
Building up and Governing of his Church; b 
: Virtue of which Power and Authority they alſo 
wrote the Holy Scriptures. 
The other is, That Priviledge given to every 0 
' Chriſtian under the Goſpel, to be led and guided : 
buy the Spirit of Chriſt, and to be taught thereof 
in all Things. 
| Now, both theſe in the Primitive Church wrought 
effefually towards the ſame End of Edification z and 
did (as in their Nature they may, and in their Uſe they 
ought to do) in a good Harmony very well conſiſt toge- 
ther : But by the Workings of Satan and Perverſeneſs 
of Men, they are made to fight againſt and deſtroy one 
another, For on the one Hand the Authority and 
Power, that reſided in the Apoſtles, while it is annex- 
ed and entailed to an outward Ordination and Succeſſi- 
on of Teachers, is made uſe of jo cloak and cover all 
Manner of Abuſes, even the Height of Idolatry and 
Superſtition, For by Virtue of this Succeſſion, theſe 
Men claiming the like Infallibility, hal was in the 
Apoſtles (though they be Strangers io any inward Work, 
A 4 1 OF 
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or Maniſeſtatim of the Spirit in their Hearts) will 
needs oblige all others to acquieſce and agree to their 
Concluſions, however different from, or contrary t9 
the Truths of the Goſpel ; and yet for any to call ſuch 
Concluſions in Queſtion, or Examine them, is no lejs 
than a Hainous Hereſy, deſerving Death. Cc. Or 
while the Revelation of God's Mind is wholly bound up 
to theſe Things already delivered in the Scriptures, (as 
if God had ſpoke his laſt Words there to his People X) _ 
we are put with our own Natural Underſtandings 7” 
debate about the Meanings of it, and forced to interpret © 
them not as they plainly ſpeak, but according to the A- 
nalog y of a certain Faith made by Men, not ſo much 
contrived to anſwer the Scriptures, as the Scriptures | 
are ſtrained to vindicate it: Which to doubt of, is alſo 
counted Hereſy, deſerving no leſs than Zjection out 
of our Native Country, and to be robbed of the common 
Aid our Nativity entitles us io. And on this Hand, + 
we may boldly ſay, both Papiſts and Proteſtants have 
greatly gone aſide. 10 
On the other Hand, ſome are ſo great PreAqnders to 
Inward Motions and Revelations of the Spirit, bat 
there are no Extravagancies ſo wild, which they will 
not cloak with it; and ſo much are they for every one's 
following their own Mind, as can admit of no Chri- 
ſtian Fellowſhip and Community, nor of that good 
Order and Diſcipline, which the Church of Chriſt 
never Was, nor never can be, without. This gives an 
open Door to all Libertiniſm, and brings great Re- 
proach to the Chriſtian Faith. And on this Hand have 
foully fallen the German Anabaptiſts, /o called, John 
of Leyden Knipperdolling, &c. (in caſe theſe mon- 
ſtrous Things committed by them be ſuch as they are re- 
| lated) and ſome more . of that Kind bave been 
found among the People in England, called Ranters ; 
G | 
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* So ſaith James Durbam, a noted Man among the Preſty 
10 iant, in his Expoſition upon the A velations. 
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as i is true, the People called Quakers have been 
branded with both of theſe Extreams : I is as true, it 
hath been, and is their Work to avoid them; and to 
be found in that even and good Path of the Primitive 
Church, where all were (no doubt) led and acted by 


© the Holy Spirit; and might all have Propheſied one 


by one; and yet there was a Subjection of the Pro- 
phets to the Spirits of the Prophets, There was an 
Authority ſome bad in the Church, and yet it was 


for Edification, and not for Deſtruction: There was 
an. Obedience in the Lord to ſuch as were ſet over; 


and a being taught by ſuch, and yet a Knowing of the 
Inward Anointing, by which each Individual was to 
be led into all Truth. The Work and Teſtimony the 
Lord hath given us is, to reſtore this again, and to ſet 
both theſe in their right Place, without cauſing them to 
deſtroy one another. To manifeſ} how this is accom- 
Pliſhed, and Accompliſhing among us, is the Buſineſs of 
this Treatiſe ; which, I hope, will give ſome Satisfac- 
tion to Men of ſober Judgments, and impartial and 
unprejudicate Spirits: And may be made uſeful in the 
good Hand of the Lord, ts Confirm and Eſtabliſh 


Friends againſt their preſeat Oppoſers; which is main- 


Ly intended and'earneſtly praved for by 


Robert Barclay. 
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this Treatiſe. 


_ SefQtion II. Concerning the Ground and Cauſe 


of this Controverſy. 


Section III. Whether there be any Order or 
Government ia the Church of Chriſt. 


Section IV. Of the Order and Government 
we plead for. 


Section V. In what Caſes, and how far, this 


Government extends. 


Section VI. How far this Government extends 
in Matters Spiritual ana purely Conſcien- 
tious. 


Section VII. C onceraing the Power of Deciſion. 


Section VIII. How this Government altoge- 
ther differeth from the Oppreſſing and Perſecut- 


ing Principality of the Church of Rome, and 


other Amichriſtian Aﬀe emblies. 


The CONCLUSION. © ' 
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? SECTION I. 
| The Introduction and Method of this Treatiſe. 


| A; TER that the Lord God in his own ap. whe ad 


ointed Time had ſeen meet to put an the E. an 

End to the Diſpenſation of the Law, che O- pe. 

which was delivered to the Children of Yael by bilpealation 
the Miniſtry of MVofes ; through and by whom tes. 

he did communicate unto them in the Wilderneſs 

frem Mount Sinai divers Commandments, Ordi- 
nances, Appointments and Obſervations, accord- 
ing as they are teſtified in the Writings of, the 
Law ; it pleaſed him to fend his own Son the 
Lord Jeius Chriſt in the Fulneſs of Time, who 
having perfectly fulfilled the Law and the Right- 
teouſneſs thereof, gave Witneſs ro the Diſpenſa- 
tion of the Goſpel, And having approved him- 

: ſelf, and the Excellency of his Doctrine, by ma- 

{ _ ny great and wonderful Signs and Miracles, he 
ſealed it with his Blood; and triumphing over 
Death (of which it was impoſſible for him to be 
bhueld) he cheriſhed and encouraged his deſpiſed 
Witneſſes, who had believed in him, in that he 

.- appeared to them, after he was raiſed from the 
Dead,; comforting them with the Hope and Aſ- 


{urance. 
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ſarance of the pouring forth of his Spirit, by which 
they were to be led and ordered in all things; in 


and by which he was to be with them to the End 


of the World, not ſuffering the Gates of Hell to 


prevail againſt them. By which Spirit come up- 


on them, they being filled, were emboldned to 
preach the Goſpel without Fear; and ina ſhort 


Time Thouſands were added to the Church: and 


the Multitude of taem that believed were of one 
Heart and of one Soul, and great Love and Zea! 
prevailed, and there was nothing lacking for a 
Seaſon, 

But all that were caught in the Net, did not 
prove good and wholſom Fiſh ; ſome were again 
to be caſt into that Ocean, from whence they were 
drawn : Of thofe many that were calted, all 
proved not choſen Veſſels fit for the Maſter's Uſe ; 
and of all that were brought into the great Sup- 
per, and Marriage of the King's Son, there were 
that were found without the Wedding-Garment. 
Some made a Shew for a Seaſon, and afterwards 
tell away, there were that drew back ; there 
were that made Shipwrack of Faith, and of a 
good Conſcience: There were not only fuch as 
did backſlide themſelves, but ſought to draw o- 
thers into the ſame Perdition with thetnſclves, 
teeking to overturn their Faith alſo: yea, there 


were that brought in Damnable Hereſies, even 


denying the Lord that bought them. And alſo 
of thoſe Members that became not wholly corrupt 
(for ſome were never again reſtored by Repen- 
france: ) there were that were weak, and ſickly, 
and young; ſome were to be fed with Milk, and 
not with ſtrong Meat; ſome were to be purged, 
when the Old Leaven received any Flace ; and 
ſome to be cut off for a Seafon, to be fhut out (as 
it were) of the Camp for a Time, until their Le- 
proſy were healed, and then to be received in a- 
gain. 
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Rents in the Body is, whenas any Member aſſumes ot Rentsand 
another Place than is allotted it; or being gone 
from the Life and Unity of the Body, and Iooſ- 
ing the Senſe of it, lets in the Murmurer, the Eye 
that Watches for Evil, and not in holy Care over 
its Fellow- Members: And then, inſtead of com- 


Who is the Head of the Body, the Church, (er 


tbe Skirts of his Garment . And every Member has 
its Place and Station in the Body, fo long as it 
keeps in the Life of the Body; and all have need 
one of another: yet is no Member to aſſume an- 
other Place in the Body, than God has given it; 
nor yet to grudge or repine its Fellow Member's 
Place; but to be content with its own: For the 
uncomely Parts are no leſs needful than the come- 
j | Iy; and the leſs honourable than the more honour- 


able: which the Apoſtle Paul holds forth in 1 Cor. 
12. from Verſe 13, to 30. 


Se. 1. Iitreditt ien and Method, 3 


Moreover as to Outwards, there was the Care of Je order 
＋ ' in the 

the Poor, of the Widow, of the Fatherleſs, of the cyurchot 

Strangers, Sc. Therefore the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, G09 the 


the Church is the Body of Chriſt, and the Saints 
are the ſeveral Members of that Body) knowing 
in his Infinite Wiſdom, what was needful for the 
good Ordering and Diſpoſing all things in their 
proper Place, and for preſerving and keeping all 
things in their right Station, did in the Diſpenſa- 
tion and Communication of his Holy Spirit mi- 
niſter unto every Member a Meaſure of the ſame 
Spirit, yet divers according to Operation, for the 
Edification of the Body, ſome Apoſtles, ſome 
Teachers, ſome Paſtors, ſome Elders : There are 
Old Men, there are Young Men, there are Babes. 
For all are not Apoſtles, neither are all Elders, 
neither are all Babes; yet are all Members: And 
as ſuch, all have a Senſe and Feeling of the Life 
of the Body, which from the Head flows unto all 
the Body, as the Ointment of Aaron's Beard unto 


New the Ground of all Schiſms, Diviſions or the Ground 


Ing 4 


4 


The Anarchy of the Ranters, &e. ' Sec. I. 
ing down to Judgment in it ſelf, will ſtand up and 


judge its Felloto-Members, yea, the whole Body, 


or thoſe whom God has ſet in a more Honourable 
and Eminent Place in the Body than it felf. 
Such ſuffer not the Word of Exhortation ; and 
term the Reproofs of Inſtruction (which is the 
Way of Life) Impojition and Oppreſion, and are 
not aware how tar they are in the Things they 
condemn others for; while they ſpare not to re- 

rove and revile all their Fellow- Members: Yet 
if they be but admoniſhed themfelves, they cry 
out, as if their great Charter of Goſpel Liberty 
was broken. 


Thecubtity Now, though ſuch, and the Spirit by which 


of that Spi- 
Xits * 


they are acted, be ſufficiently ſeen and felt by 
Thouſands, whoſe Hearts God has ſo eſtabliſhed, 
as they are out of Danger of being intangled in 
that Snare; and who have Power and Strength in 
themſelves to judge that Spirit, even in its moſt 
ſubtil Appearances: Yet there are, who cannot 
ſo well withſtand the Subtilty and ſeeming Since- 
rity ſome ſuch pretend to, though in Meaſure 
they have a Sight of them; and athers, that 
cannot ſo rightly diſtinguiſh between the prect- 
cious and the vile; and ſome there are that throꝰ 
Weakneſs and Want of true Diſcerning, may be 


deceived, and the Simplicity in them betrayed 


for a Seaſon , as it is written, 5th fair Speecbes 
and ſmooth Words they deceive the Hearts of the Sims 


ple. 


Therefore, having according to my Meaſure, 
received an Opening in my Underſtanding as to 
theſe Things, from the Light of the Lord, and 


having been for ſome Time under the weighty 
Senſe of them, I find at this Inſtant a Freedom 


to commit them to Writing, for the more Uni- 


verſal Benefit and Edification of the Church f 
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Now. 4 


is 


7 Set. II. 


d which we plead for ? In what Caſes, and how far it 
may extend? in whom the Power diciſſive is, and 


s Oppreſſing and Perſecuting Principality of the Church 
Rome, and other Antichriſtian Aſſemblies. 


OR. . cc 


The Controverſy ſtated, 


Now, for the more plain and clear Opening and Tie Heads 


? Underſtanding of theſe Things, it is fit to ſum —— 
up this Treatiſe in theſe following genera] Heads, 


VIZ. 


to be conſidered of: 


N - Firſt, From whence the Ground and Cauſe of this I. 
= Controverſy is, the Riſe and Root of it © | 


Secondly, Whether there be now any Order and II. 


f Government in the Church of Chriſt ? 


Thirdly, What is the Order and Government III. 


how it differeth * And is wholly another, than the 


—_ » hath. LF 8 
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; HENAS the Lord God by his mighty ne 


dom; but in Ap 


inner Man in the Heart, and reached to that of 


SECTION IL 


Concerning the Ground and Cauſe of this 
CONTROVERSY. 


? Power began to viſit the Nations with the Jovning of 
: Dawning of his Heavenly Day, (for thus I write un- 1y Day of 
to thoſe that have received and believed the Truth) -v wa 
and that he ſent forth his Inftruments, whom he RT 

i had fitted and prepared for his Work, having fa- 
ſhioned them not according to the Wiſdom and 
Will of Man, but to his own Heavenly Wiſdom 


and Counſel, they went forth and preached the 


Goſpel in the Evidence and Demonſtration of the ,,1..... 
Spirit: Not in theenticing Words of Man's Wi. ing tort. 


1 


God in the Conſcience; whereby as many as were 
Ample-hearted, and. waited] for the Redemption 


of 


The Anardby of the Renters; &c. Sedct. II. 1 


of their Souls, received them as the Meſſengers of 
the Moſt High God ; and their Words, were un- 
to them, not as the Words of Men, but as the 
Words of God : For in the Receiving and Embrac- 
ing the Teſtimony of Truth through them, they 
felt their Souls eaſed, ' and the acceptable Day be- 
gan to dawn in and upon them. 10945 
Now what Evidence brought theſe Men to make 

their Teſtimony to be received? Did they entice ? 
Did they flatter ? Did they daub up? Did they 

reach Liberty to the Fleſh, or Will of Man? 
| Nay verily,” they uſed no ſuch Method: Their 
Words were as Thunder-Bolts, knocking down 
all that ſtood in their Way, and pouring down the 
Judgment of God upon the Head of the Tranſ- 
greſſor every where. Did they ſpare the zealous 
Profeſſor more than the open Prophane ? Nay ve- 
rily, they condemned equally the Hypocriſy of 
the one, as well as the Prophanity of the other; 
yet wanted they not Regard to the tender Seed and 7x: 
Plant of God in either. Did they give Way * Did 40 
they yield to the Wiſdom of Man? To the De- 
ceitfulneſs of the Serpent, that would reaſon Truth 
for themſelves, ſaying, {muſt ftay till I be convin- 
ced of this and that, and the other Thing; 1 ſee not 
this to be wrong, or the other Thing to be my Duty? 
How did they knock down this Manner of Rea- 
ſoning by the Spirit of God, which wrought migh- 
tily in them, ſhewing and holding forth, rhat this 
is the Day of the Lord that is dawned ; that all are 
invited to come; that none ought to tarry behind, 
that that which ſo pleadeth, is the ſame Spirit, ne 
which of Old Time faid in thoſe that were invited, ati 
1 cannot come yet, I muſt firſt Marry a Wife; I muſt ; 
go prove my Yoke of Oxen ; I muſt go viſit my Poſſeſ- 4 
ſions; let me firſt bury my dead Father. Did not the 
Lord through them teſtity and declare againſt - 
theſe Things? And is there not a Cloud of Wit- ; 

"i EE. kf | neſſes, 


1 
is 

* 
| . 
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The Controverſy tated, 


* neſſes, who felt the Enemy thus reaſoning to keep 
us in the Forms, Fellowſhips, falſe Worſhips and 
> fooliſh Faſhions of this World? But we felt, as 
we were obedient, all theſe Things to be for Con- 
demnation; and that, as we obeyed the pure Ma- 
niſeſtation of the Light of 
there was no Heſitation. 
have parted with all thoſe Things at the firſt; 


Jeſus in our Hearts, 
We might and ſhould 


; and what occaſioned ſuch Scruples, was but that 
2» which drew back, through being unwilling to 
give pure Obedience to the Croſs of Chrift : For 
Aas many as gave Obedience, and believed in the- 
r Light, found no Occaſion of Stumbling 3 but 
hN ſuch as believed not, were condemned already, 
E ©? becauſe they believed not in him that appeared. 
— Now the Boldneſs and Courage, and Efficacy of ne cours 
5 theſe Meſſengers Teſtimony wrought ſuch Aſto- age ot the 
-- ?niſhment, Fear and Amazement in the Hearts of 
of ſuch as were ingenuous, that many began to be 
' 53 inwardly pricked, as in the Days of Old, and the 
1d *Foundations of many began to be ſhaken z and 
id jome that were aſleep, were awakened, and many 
be- that were dead and buried in the Graves of Sin, 
th and Formality, and Superſtition, and Idolatry of 
in- all Sorts, were alarmed ; and many. were brought 
not in from the Hedges and the High-ways, and the 
9” Truth was received by Thouſands with great 
Ca- Cheerfulneſs and a Readineſs of Mind: And the 
gh- Feet of thoſe were beheld to be beautiful upon the 
this Mountains, that brought the glad Tidings of 
are theſe good Things. And great Lowlineſs and 
nd, Simplicity of Heart was upon ſuch, that were 
irit, newly Convinced of the Truth, and deep Humili- 
ted, ation of Spixit, and Subjection to the Power, both 
muſt jn themſelves, and in thoſe who were over them in 
M the Lord, and had gathered them into the 
t the Truth. | | | | 
ainſt But as it was in the Gatherings of Old, ſo it 
Wit- alſo fell out in this Day; all kept not their Firſt 
eſſes, B Love 


— — — — . „„ — 
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Love: As among thoſe Thouſands, which Moes f 
led out of AÆgypt, and carried through the Red- * 
Sea, who had ſung Praiſes to God upon the Banks 
of Salvation, many Carcaſes fell in the Wilder- 
neſs; ſome who Murmured, and Longed to re- 
Oppoſition turn again to the Fleſn- Pots of Ægyyt; and ſome 
and. —— for Oppoling and Contradicting the Servant, and 
Servants ot the Lord, whom the Lord had made 
Ule of to lead them out of Bondage, in ſaying, 
Ze take too much upon yo; Hath the Lord indeed 
only ſpoken by Moles ? Hath he not ſpoken alſo by us? 
And as among theſe Multitudes, which were ga- 
thered by the Apoſtles, there were many, who 
continued not Faithful to the End; ſome return- : 
ed back again with the Sow to the Puddle, after 
they were waſhed; ſome embraced the preſent 
— World ; ſome again ſeparated themſelves, being 
on entring. ſenſual and without the Spirit, deſpiſing Dominion, 
and ſpeaking Evil of Dignities , their Mouths ſpeax- 
ing great ſwelling Words, being puffed up, and not þ 
abiding in theſe Things, which they were taught of 
the Apoſtles : So it is to be lamented, that among ; 
theſe many Thouſands, whom the Apoſtles and n 
Evangeliſts whom God raiſed up in This Day (for 1 
the gathering of his Seed and People out of ſpiritual 1 
gypt and Babylon, into his pure Light and Life i 
dic bring forth and gather, there are that have fal- 
len upon the right Hand and the left. Some arc 4 
turned back again into Egypt, running into the 0 
ſame Exceſs of Luſt and Riot, from whence they ©. 
were once purified and redeem*d : Some could no . 
bear the Reproach of the Croſs of Chriſt; anc e 
were by and anon offended in him: Some could no 
bear the Tribulations, Sufferings and Perſecuti 
ons, which came for the TR UT H's Sake 
and the Seed in them was ſoon ſcorched with th é 
Heat of the Day. And ſome not abiding in Sub. 
jection to the Truth in themſelves, were not con 
tented with that Place and Station in the ic 1 
| which 


u. Peck. H. Tie Controverſy fateds 


2 Which God had placed them in; but became 

Red- vainly puft up in their fleſhly Minds, 2 27 

nks jnto thoſe things which they have not ſeen. An 

der- Fvould needs be Innovators, given to change, and j,,orators 


re- | introducing new Doctrines and Practices, not on- 2 

ome Ny differing, but contrary to what was already Wt: 

and delivered ein the Beginning; making Parties, 

de cauſing Diviſtoris and Rents, ſtumbling the 

ing, Weak, and denying, deſpiſing and reviling the 

deed {Apoſtles and Meſſengers of Chriſt, the Elders of 

us? the Church, who loved not their Lives unto 

ga- Death, but through much Care, and Travel, and 

who Watchings, and Whippings, and Bonds; and 

urn- Beatings in daily Jeopardy gathered us by the 

after mighty Power of God in the moſt precious Truth: 

eſent JYer in all this there hath nothing befallen us, 

eing but that which hath been the Antient L. ot of the 

nion, Church of Chriſt in the Primitive Times. 

eak- } Now He, that was careful for his Church and 

I not People in old times, hath not been wanting to us ringed of 

ht of in our. Day ; bur as he has again Reſtored the IraersCare 
over his 

nong Truth 5 its primitive Integrity and Simplici- « Church and 

; and ty, and as he has delivered our Und: rſtandings People. 


(for from theſe falſe Doctrines and Principles, which pre- 
ritual vailed in the A poſtacy; ſo he hath not gathered us 
Life to be As Sheep ſcattered without a Shepherd, that e- 
re fal- very one may run his own Way, and every one 
e are follow his own Will, and ſo to be as a confuſed Maſs 
o the or Chaos without any Order; but He, even the 
they LORD hath alſo gathered and is gathering us in- 
d no 20 the Good Order, Diſcipline and Goverment of bis 
anc 20wn Son the Lord Feſus Chriſt : Therefore he hath 
Id no laid Care upon ſome beyond others, zwho Watch for 
ſecuti abe Souls of their Brethern, as they, that muſt give 
Sake, 4 Accoun;. 
h thi} There are then Fathers, that have begotteh us The fereral 
Sub unto Chriſt Jeſus through the Goſpel, of whom *i9»in 


the Church, 
con we ought to be Followers, and to remember their 1 Cot.4- 154 


Which 


B 2 thers 


A, 
% 


ni ays which be in Chrift. There are then Fa- 1% 17. 
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thers and Children, Inſtructors and Inſtructed, 
Elders and Young Men, yea, and Babes; there 
are that cannot ceaſe, but muſt Exhort, Inſtruct, 
+ * Reprove, Condemn, Judge; or elſe for what End. 
gave Chriſt the Gifts mentioned Epbheſ. iv. 11, 12 ? 
And how are the Saints perfected? And the Body 
of Chriſt Edified of thoſe, who came under the 
Cognizance, andas it were, the Teſt of this Order 
and Government? I may chiefly ſum them up in 
three Sorts (though there be divers others little ſub- 
divided Species of them.) 
x Prophane The Firſt is, Thoſe that turn openly back to the 
— World again, through finding the Way of Truth 
too Narrow, Theſe have not been capable to do 
us any conſiderable Hurt ; for being as Salt, that 
has loſt its Savour, they moſtly prove a Stink a- 
mong thoſe, to whom they go: And I never knew 
any of them, that proved any. ways ſteadable to 
thoſe, to whom they go. I find other Profeſſors 
make but ſmall Boaſt of any Proſelytes they got 
out from among us; I hear little of their proving 
Champions for the 3 of others againſt us. 
And indeed, for the moſt Part, they loſe all Re- 
ligion with the Truth: For I have heard ſome 
of them ſay ; That if ever they took on them to be 
Religious, they would come back again to the Qua- 
kers, c. | | 
vary Secondly, Thoſe, who through Unwatchfulneſs, 
Repenting the ſecret Corruption of their own Hearts, and the 
Linde. myſterious or hidden Temptations of the Enemy, 
have fallen into his Snares; and ſo have come under 
the Power of ſome Temptation or other, either 
of fleſhly Luſts, or of Spiritual Wickedneſs : + 
Who being ſeaſonably warned by thoſe that keep 1, 
their Habitation, and faithful Overſeers in the 
Church, have been again Reſtored by unfeigned 
©» *Repentance : Not kicking againſt the Pricks ; 
dur have rejoyced, that others watched over them 


| =. 44 


o 
* 
7 
* 
- 


D 2 


bh, 0 5 Sk tt 


eon ni Wo er ey eee PE Rees ee eo awe 


II ect. III. Church Order and Government aſſerted. 11 


1 or their Good : And are become Monuments of 
God's Mercy unto this Day. 


Thirdly, Such, who being 


: Yet not keeping low in 


Exalted and Wondring Minds, fall out with their 


Brethren ; cauſe Diviſions; begin to find Fault 

with every Thing, and to look at others more, 
than at themſelves ; with ſwelling Words to talk 
of and preach up a Higher Diſpenſation, while 
they are far from living up to the Life and Per- 
fection of this preſent; like unto ſuch who ſaid, 
We will not have this Man to rule over us: Cry out 
of Formality and Apoſtacy, becaule they are not 


followed in all Things ; and if they be reproved 


for their Unrulineſs, according to the good Order 
of the Church of Chriſt, then they cry out, Breach 


of Liberty, Oppreſſion, Perſecution! We will have 
none of your Order and Government; we were taught 
to follow the 1 25 in our Conſciences, and not the Or- 
ders of Men, ell, of this hereafter ; but this 


gave the Riſe of this Controverſy : Which leads 


me to that, which I propoſed in the ſecond Place. 


I 


_— 


gc T10 n III. 


f hether there be nom to be am Order or Go- 


vernment in the Church of Chriſt. 


N Anſwer to this Propoſition I meddle not at 
this Time with thoſe, that deny any ſuch 


B 3 Thing, 


departed from their 3 self Sepa- 
Firſt Love and Antient Zeal for the Truth, be- ration, trou- 
come Cold and Lukewarm ; and yet are aſhamed — 
to make open Apoſtacy, and to turn back again, 
ſo as to deny all the Principles of Truth, they hav- 
ing had already ſuch Evidence of Clearneſs upon 
their Underſtanding 

their own Habitations, but being puffed up, and 
piving Way to the reſtleſs Imaginations of their 


me Op- 
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Thing, as a Church of Chriſt ; I have reſerved | 
their Plea to another Place. Neither need Ito 
be at much Pains to prove the Affirmative, to 

Church Or- wit, That there ought 10 be Government and Order 

der and C- in the Church of Cbriſt, unto the Generality ot 

brand. Our Oppoſers, both Papiſts and Proteſtants; Who 

e readily confeſs and acknowledge it, and have 
heretofore blamed us for Want of it. Though 
now ſome of them, and that of the higheſt Pre- 
renders, are become ſo unreaſonable, as to ac- 
cuſe us for the Uſe of it; improving it ſo far as 
they can, to our Diſadvantage : For ſuch is the 

| Blindneſs of partial Envy; that whereas the ſup- 
ſed Want of it was once reckoned Heretical, 
now the preſent Performance of it is counted Cri- 
minal. . . 
Theſe then, to whom I come to prove this 
Thing, are ſuch, who having caſt off the Yoke ot 
the Croſs of Chriſt in themſelves, refuſe all Subjec- 
lion or Government : Denying, that any ſuch thing 
ought to be, as diſagreeing with the Teſtimony of 
Truth: Or thoſe, who not being ſo wilful and 
obſtinate in their Minds, yet are fearful or ſcrupu- 
lous in the Matter, in Reſpect of the dangerous 
Conſequences, they may apprehend, ſucha Thing 
may draw after it. xy * : 
For the clearing then as well the Miſtakes of the 
one, as anſwering the Cavils of the other, I judge 
the Truth of theſe following Aſſertions will ſufi- 
ciently prove the Matter; which I ſhall make no 
great Difficulty to Evidence. 

Reaſon 1. | Firlt, That Feſus Chriſt, the King and Head of the * 

C burch, did appoint and ordain, that there ſhould be 
Order and Government in il. 

II. Secondly, That the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri- 
+ ſlians, when'they were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, © 
and immediately led bythe Spirit of God, did Practiſe 
ud Commend it. 5 N 
II. Thirdly, That the ſame Occaſion and Neceſſity 


now 
* Mo ; 0 
* N * 
5 
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4 buſed and 
thing, that hath been more abuſed and perverted 


not therefore deny, that God is in this Temple. 


Wy 
3 
" 

f: 


# been cloaked with the Pretence of theſe things; 
But why ſhould the Truth be neglected, becauſe 


* Hypocrites have pretended to it? The right Inſti- 
tution of theſe things, which have been appoint- 
*ed and ordained by God, muſt not, nor ought 
not to be diſpiſed, becauſe corrupt Men have a- 
perverted them. I know not any 


in the whole World, than the Name of a Chriſti- 
an; Shall we then renounce that Honourable Ti- 


tle, becauſe ſo many Thouſands of wicked Men, 


yea, Antichriſts have falſly aſſumed it to them- 
ſelves? The Man of Sin hath taken upon him to 
ſit in the Temple of God, as God; yet we muſt 
It 
the Synagogue of Satan hath aſſumed the Name 
'of the Church of Chriſt, and hath termed her Op- 


preſion and Violence, the Power and Authorit 


thereof; Therefore mult nor the Church of Chriſt 
and its Authority be exerciſed, where it truly is 


according to his Mind? This I prefix to warn all 
to beware of ſtumbling at things, which are In- 
nocent in themſelves; and that we may labour to 
hold the ſteady, even Path of Truth, without 
running in either of the Extreams. For that Je- 
ſus Chrilt did appoint Order and Government to 
be in the Church, is ver 

Words, Matt. xvili. 15, 1 7, 18. V. 15. More- 
over, if thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, 
tell him his Fault between thee and him alone; 
4 634 be 


clear from his plain church or- 


$0 and — 
F Form there- 
i 


» 
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he fhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother: © 
Verſe 16. But if be will not hear thee, then take © 


with thee one or two more, that in the Mouth of two © 


or three Wineſſes, every Word may be eſtabliſhed. -. 
Verſe 17. And if he ſhall neglect to hear them, tell © 


it unto the Church: But if be neglect to hear the 


Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen-Man, 
and a Publican. Verſe 18. Verily, I ſay unto you, 
whatſoever ye fhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in 
Heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, 
ſhall be looſed in Heaven. From which Scripture 
it doth manifeſtly and evidently follow, Firſt, 
That Jeſus Chriſt intended, there ſhould be a 
certain Order and Method in his Church, in the 
Procedure towards ſuch as tranſgreſs: Secondly, 
That he that refuſeth to hear two, is become 
more guilty, (as hardned) than in refuſing to hear 
him, that firſt reproved alone. Thirdly, That re- 
fuſing to hear the Judgment of the Church, or 
whole Aſſembly, he doth thereby exclude himſelf, 
and ſhut out himſelf from being a Member ; and 
is juſtly judged by his Brethren, as a Heathen 
and a Publican. ; 
And laſtiy, That the Church, Gathering, or 
Aſſembly of God's People has Power to Examine 
and call to an Account ſuch, as appearing to be a- 
mong them, or owning the ſame Faith with them, 
do Tranſgreſs ; and in Caſe of their Refuſing to 
hear, or Repent, to Exclude them from their Fel- 
lowſhip : And that God hath a ſpecial Regard to 
the Judgment and Senſe of his People thus order- 
ly proceeding, ſo as to hold ſuch Bound in Hea- 
ven, whom they bind on Earth, and ſuch looſed 
in Heaven, whom they looſe on Earth, I am part- 
ly confident, that no Rational Man will deny, 
but that theſe naturally follow from the above- 
mentioned Scripture z and it there ſhould be an 
found ſo unreaſonable, as to deny it, I could prove 
it by neceſſary and unevitable 8 5 
Ic 
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Which at preſent, as taking it for granted, I for- 
2 © heartodo. If it be reckoned ſo great a Crime to 
0 2 offend one of the little Ones, that it were better for 
J. him, that ſo did, that a Milftone were hanged about 
* his Neck, and he were drowned in the Depth of the 
Sea, without Queſtion, to offend and Gainſay the 
” whole Flock muſt be more criminal, and muſt 
2 draw after it a far deeper Judgment. 5 
2 ; Now, if there were no Order nor Government in 
„ the Church, what ſhould become of thoſe that 
4 Tranſgreſs ? How ſhould they be again Reſtored ? The 9 
Would not this make all Reproving, all Inſtruct- — g 
ing, all Caring for, and Watching over one ano- 
ther, void and null? Why ſhould Chriſt have de- 
> fired them to proceed after this Method? Why 
: doth he-place ſo much Weight upon the Judgment 
of the Church, as to make the refuſing of Hear- 
ing it to draw ſo deep a Cenſure after it; which 
de will not have to follow the Refuſing to hear 
one or two apart, though the Matter be one and 
the ſame? And ſo as to the Subſtantial and Intrin- 
n * fick Truth of the Thing, there lies the ſame Obli- 
2 gation upon the Tranſgreſſor to hear that one, 
r as well as all; for that one adviſeth him to that 
e which is ne and Good, as well as the whole: 
And they do but Homologate or Confirm that, 
„ which that one hath already aſſerted : Yet Jefus 
oO Chriſt, who is the Author of Order, and not of 
- > Confuſion, will not have a Brother cut off, or re- 
o puted a Publican, for refuſing to hear one or two, 
- but for refuſing to hear the Church. And it it be 
- » Objected, That the Church of Rome, and all other 
1 =>. falſe Churches, make uſe of this Scripture, and cover 
-= = their Perſecution, and Cruelty, and Oppreſſion by it 
and thou ſayſt no more than they ſay.” I anſwer, 
I ſuppoſe no Man will be ſo unreaſonable, as to 
Affirm, that the Church of Rome abuſing this 
Scripture, will make it falſe in it ſelf ; but how 
| | we 
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we differ in our Application of this Scripture, ſhall ? 
be ſpoken of hereafter. I am not now claiming *' 
Right to this Power, as due to us (that is reſerved 
for another Place ; ) but this, I ſay, is that, which 

I now aver to-be Manifeſt from the Scripture-Te- 

1 ſtimony, and to be in it ſelf an Unqueſtionable 

[ Truth, That Jeſus Chriſt intended, there ſhould be 

1 Order and Government in his Church; which is the 

| Thing at prefent in Hand to be proved: Which 

| if it be ſo really true (as it cannot be denied) then 

I hope, it will alſo neceſſarily follow, that ſuch, 

who really and truly are the Church of Chriſt, 

have Right to exerciſe this Order and Govern- 
ment. 

Secondly, That the [Apoſtles and Primitive 

Chriſtians did Practiſe Order and Government, 

Church Or We need but to read the Hiſtory of the ACTS, of 

— which I ſhall mention a few Pregnant and Unde- 

Besand r- niable Teſtimonies, as we may obſerve in the very 

mitire Chri- firſt Chapter of the Ad, from Verſe 13, to the 

ia lei- End, where at the very Firſt Meeting the Apo- 

ans. ſtles and Brethren, held together, after the Aſcen- 

ſion of Chriſt, they began Orderly to appoint One 

to fulfil the Place of Judas; it may be thought, 

this was a Needleſs Ceremony; yet we ſee, how 

the Lord countenanced it. I hope, none will fay, 

that the Apoſtles appointing of theſe two Men, 

or ot him, upon whom the Lot did not fall, contra- 

dicted their Inward Freedom, or impoſed upon it; 

but both agreed very well together; the one in 

the Will and Movings of God in Appointing, and 

the other in the ſame in ſubmitting to their Ap- 
pointment. | 

Moreover, after they had received the Holy 

4 Ghoſt, you may Read, Ads vi. ſo foon as there 

is pitri- Was an Opportunity, how they wiſely gave Or- 

1 — der concerning the Diſtribution of the Poor, and 

* Appointed ſome Men for that Purpoſe. So here 
was Order and Government, according 5 on 
| reſent 


Reaſon It. : 
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Preſent Neceſſity of the Caſe: And the Lord 
God was well pleaſed with it, and the Word of 
God encreaſed, and the Number of the Diſciples 
mulriplied in Feruſalem greatly. Might _ 

l 


not have ſaid then, as fome ſay now; We wi 
ive our C W to whom we ſee Cauſe and we 
= will take no 

© ders? Whether would God have approved of 
© ſuch, yea, or nay? 


otice of your Appointments and Or. 


" Thirdly, When that the Buſineſs of Circumci- 


ſion fell in, whether it was fit or not to Circum- 
© ciſe the Gentiles? We ſee, the Apoſtles ſaw not 
meet, To ſuffer every one to follow their own Minds 
and Wills: They did not judge, as one confuſed- wp. x. in 
ly fuppoſeth, That this Difference in an outward bis Queries. 
Exerciſe would commend the Unity of the True 


Faith . Nay, they took another Method, It is 


ſaid expreſly, Ads xv. 6. And the Apoſtles and 
Elders came together to conſider of this Matter; 
and after there had been much diſputing about it = 
> (no doubt then, there were here Diverſities of O- 


pinions and Judgments) the Apoſtles and Elders 
told there Judgments, and came alſo to a Poſi- 
tive concluſion. Sure, ſome behoved to ſubmit, 
elſe they ſhould never have agreed. So thoſe 
that were the Elders gave a Poſitive Judgment; 
and they were bold to ſay ; That it pleaſed not 
only them, but the Holy Ghoſt. By all which it 
doth undeniably appear, that the Apoſtles, and 
Primitive Saints, practiſed a Holy Order and 
Government among themſelves : And I hope 
none will be ſo bold as to ſay, they did theſe 
Things without the Leadings of the Spirit of 
God, and his Power and Authority concurring, 
and going along with them. x 

And that theſe Things were not only Singular 


ring 


in Diffe- 


Occur - 
* 


Practices; but that they held it Doctrinally, dene dnss 


VErnmentrc 


that is to ſay, it was Doctrine, which they Serin 
preached, that there ought to be Order and Go- church 


n the 


vernment in the Church, is manifeſt from theſe 
following Teſtimonies. 1 Cor. iv. 15, 16, 17. 
xCor. 4. 13, (1. ) For though you have Ten Thouſand Inſtruftors 
16, 17- in Cbriſt; yet have ye not many Fathers: For in 
Chriſt Feſus I have begotten you m—_ the Goſpel. 

(16.) Wherefore I beſeech you, be ye 
(17.) For this Cauſe have I ſent unto you Timo- 
theus, who is my beloved Son, and faithful in the 
Lord; who ſhall bring you into Remembrance of my 
Ways, which be in Chriſt, as I teach every where in 
every Church. Here the Apoſtle Paul is very Ab- 
ſolute : Fir/t, In that he deſires them to be Fol- 
lowers of him. Secondly, In that he fends a Teach- 
er, yea, a Miniſter, and Eminent Biſhop, or 
Overſeer of the Church, for to put them in mind 
of his Ways, which be in Chriſt, as he taught in eve- 
ry Church. No doubt, there were Apoſtates, and 
Diſſenting Spirits in the Church of Corinth, that 
gave Paul Occaſion thus to write, as he Teſtifies 
in the Beginning of the Chapter, how he was 
Juaged by ſome of them ;, he ſhews, how they were 
grown High, Verſe 8: Now ye are full, now ye are 
rich, ye have reigned as Kings without us, &c. Might 
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© Reaſeniags reaſoned thus againſt Paul? Did not this Paul 
W 2 do. teach us, at firſt, to mind the Meaſure of Grace in 
WW yerament, our ſelves, and follow that? (for no doubt, that 
"| was Paul's Doctrine) but now he begins to Lord 


him. Might not they have judged the Beloved 
Timothy to be far out of his Place? Might they not 
have ſaid, It ſeems it is not God that moved thee, 
and ſent thee here by his Spirit, but Lordly Paul 
that ſeeks Dominion over our Faith: It ſeems thou 
comeſt not here to preach Chriſt, and wiſh us to 
be Followers of him, and of his Grace in our Hearts, 
but to mind us to follow Paul's Ways, and take 
notice, how he Teaches in every Church: We are 
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ollowers of me. 


Diſlenting NOT theſe Diſſenters of the Church of Corinth, have 


it over us, and tells us, we muſt be Followers of 


nor 
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not concerned with him, nor with his Meſſenger, 


nor with none of your Orders; and fo forth. 
> Doth not this run very Plauſible? T queſtion not, 


but there was ſuch a Reaſoning among the Apo- 
> fate Corinthians ; let ſuch as are of the ſame kind 
among us, examine ſeriouſly, and meaſure their 
= Spirits truly hereby. Yea, he goes yet further 


in the following Chapter, Verſes 3, 4. Verſe 3.2% 


A. abſent in Body, bnt preſent in Spirit, have judged 


already, as though I were preſent, concerning him 4 — 
that hath ſo done this Deed. Verſe 4. In the Name the Church. 


f our Lord Feſus Chriſt, when ye are gathered toge- 
> ther, and my Spirit with the Power of our Lord Je- 
7 ſus Chriſt &. Would not one think this to have 
been a preſumptuous Word? And yet who dare of- 
fer to condemn it? From all which I ſhall ſhortly 
= obſerve, that it ſeems, it was judged no Inconſi- 
* ſtancy nor Contradiction, to be Followers of the 
Grace in themſelves, to be perſwaded in their own 
> Hearts, and alſo to be Followers of the Apoſtle Paul 
and of his Ways ; becauſe his Ways and Example 


was no other, than the Spirit of God in themſelves 


would have led them to, if they had been Obedi- 
ent. Therefore he found it needfu} to charge 
them politively to follow him, without adding this 
> Reaſon. | 

Next, the great Argument the Apoſtle uſes to 
perſwade them hereunto, upon which he mainly 
= inſiſts, becauſe he had begotten them into the 


= As of Fa- 


Truth; 22 have not many Fathers ; for in Chriſt ches. 


” Teſus I have begotten you through the Goſpel : 
* Wherefore, I beſeech you, be ye Followers of me. 


So he makes that as the Cauſe ; which the ſame A- 
poſtle alſo in his Expoſtulation with the Galatians, 


putting them in Mind, how he preached the Goſ- 
pel to them at firſt, and Chap. iv. Ver. 15. Where 
is then the Bleſſedneſs ye fpake of * For I bear you 

* Record, if poſſible, ye would have plucked out your 
© own Eyes, and given them unto me; We ſee Fm 
| "#3 enat 


of 
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that the Lord hath, and doth give ſuch, whom 
he hath furniſhed, and ſent forth to gather a Peo- 
And orer- Ple unto himſelf, Care and Overſight over that 
fecrs eople; yea, and a certain Authority in the Power 
over them to bring them back to their Duty, when 
they ſtray at any time; and to appoint, yea, and 
command ſuch things, as are needful for Peace, and 
2 Order, and Unity's ſake: And that there lies an Obli- 
| gation upon ſuch, as are ſo gathered, to reverence, 
honour, yea, and obey ſuch as are ſet over them in the 
Lord. For faith the ſame Apoſtle, 2 Cor. ii. 9. For to 
this End alſo did 1 write, that I might know the Proof of 
ou, whether you be Obedient in all things : And Ch. 7. 
v. 13, 15.7ea, and exceedingly the more joy d we for the 
Foy of Titus, becauſe his Spirit was refreſb'd by you all. 
v. 15. Aud bis inward Affection is more abundant to- 
ward you, whilſt he remembreth t he Obedience of you 
| all, how with fear and Trembling ye received him. 
Betraying Now this will not at all infer, as if they had 
an been implicitly led of Old: Or that ſuch, as 
having the ſame Authority to exerciſe it now, 
ſought Dominion over their Brethern's FAITH, 
or to force them to do any thing beyond, far leſs 
contrary, to what the Lord leads us to by his Spi- 
rit : But we know (as they did of Old) that the 
Enemy lies near to BET R AY under ſuch Pre- 
tences. And ſeeing, in Caſe of difference, the 
Lord hath, and doth, and will Reveal his Will to 
his People, and hath and doth raiſe up Members 
of his Body, to whom he gives a Diſcerning, and 
Power and Authority to Inſtruct, Reprove, yea, 
and Command in ſome Caſes ; thoſe, that are 
faithful and low in their Minds, keeping their 
The kur. Own Places, and minding the Lord, and the In- 
murer ſhut tereſt and Good of his Truth in the General over 
wag all, ſhut out the Murmerer ; and the Spirit of God 
leads them to have Unity, and concur with their 
Brethern. But ſuch as are heady and high mind. 
ed, are inwardly vexed, that any ſhould Lead or 
' Rule, 
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* 

1 1 
8 

is 


Rule, but themſelves: And ſo it is the high thing 


L in themſelves, that makes them quarrel with others 
for taking ſo much upon them; pretending a Li- 

4 berty, not ſinking down in the Seed to be willing 

to be of no Reputation for its Sake. Such, rather 
than give up their own Wills, will ſtudy to make 

> Rents and Diviſions, not ſparing the Flock ; but 

2 proſtrating the Reputation and Honour of the 
> Truth even to the World, miniſter to them an rh — 


ot Truth 


f Occaſion of Scorn and Laughter, to the hardning trated by 
them in their Wickedneſs and Atheiſm. * 


Beſides theſe Scriptures mentioned, J ſhall fer 


2 down a few of many more, that might be inſtanced 
to the ſame Purpoſe. 


. Scriptares 
Epheſ. v. 21. Submitting your ſelves one to ano- for Submiſf- 
ther in the Fear of God. CONE TO 


Phil. ii. 3. Let nothing be done through Strife or Wind; and 
Vain-Glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mind let each eſteem _— m of 


| l other better than themſelves. thren. 


Verſe 29. Receive him therefore in the Lord with 
all Gladneſs, and hold ſuch in Reputation. 
And iu. 17, Brethren, be Followers together of me, 
and mark them, which walk ſo, as ye have us for an 
Enſample. 
And iv. 9. Thoſe Things, which ye have both Jedrn- 
ed, and received, and heard, and ſeen in me, Do; 
and the God of Peace ſhall be with you, | 
Col. 11. 5. For though I be abſent in the Fleſh, vet + 
am I with you in the Spirit, joying and beholding ou. 
Order, and the Stedfaſtneſs of your Faith in Chriſt, / 
1 Theſſ. v. 12. And we beſeech you Brethren, to 
know them. which Labour among you, and are over 
you in the Lord, and admoniſb you. 
Verſ. 13. And to Eſteem them very highly in Live, 
for their Work's Sate; and be at Peace amen Jour 


Verſe 14. Now ce exhort you, Brethves, Warn 
them that are unruly, comfort the feeble minded, ſup- 
' port the Weak, be patient toward all Men. 

2 Theſſ. 


o 


\ 


rity of the 
Church, no 


Impoſition. 


% G £ 
b * 


The Autho- What more poſitive than this? And yet the A- 


2 Theſſ. ii. 15. Therefore Brethren, ſtand faſt, 
and hold the Traditions, which ye have been taught, 
whether by Word, or our Epiſtle, | 
2 Cor. x. 8. For though I ſhould boaſt ſomewhat 
more of our Authority (which the Lord hath given us 


for Ediſication, and not for your Deſtruction) I ſhould * 


not be aſhamed. 
Now, though the Papiſts greatly abuſe this 
Place, as if hereby they could juſtify that Maſs of 
Superſtition, which they have heaped together; 
yet, except we will deny the plain Scripture, we 
muſt needs believe, there lay an Obligation upon 
the Theſſalonians to obſerve and hold theſe Appoint- 
ments, and no doubt, needful Inſtitutions, which 
by the Apoſtles were recommended unto them: 
And yet who will ſay, that they ought, or were 
thereby commanded to do any Thing contrary to 
that, which the Grace of God in their Hearts mov- 
ed them to? 
2 Theſſ. iii. 4. And we have Confidence in the 
Lord touching you, that ye both do, and will do the 
Things, which we command you. 
Verſe 6. Now we command you, Brethren, in 
the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye with- 
draw your ſelves from every Brother, that walketh 


diſorderly, and not after the Tradition, which be re- 


ceived of us. 


poſtle was not here any Impoſer. And yet fur- 
ther, Verſe 14. And if any Man Obey not our Word 


by this Epiſtle, note that Man, and have no Company 


with him, that he may be aſhamed, 
Thus Heb. xiii. 7. Remember them, which have 


the Rule over you, who have ſpoken unto you the Mord 


of God, whoſe Faith follow ; conſidering the End of 
their Converſation. 
Verſ. 17. Obey them, that have the Rule over 


you, and ſubmit your ſelves; for they watch for 
your Souls, as they that muſt give Account: That 
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„bey may dy 1 with Joy, and- not wild Grief ; for 
„ bat is un>rofita ble for you. | 
]ude viii. Litewye alſo theſe filthy Dreamers defile 
| 1 6 Sat diſtiſe Dominion, and ſpeak Evil of Dig- 
Nic. 
* [TImightat length enlarge, if needful, upon 
* theſe Paſſages ; any of which is ſufficient to 
prove the Matter in Hand : But that what 1s 
gaaid, may farisfy ſuch, as are not wilfully Blind 
and Obſtinate. For there can be nothing more 
plain from theſe Teſtimonies, than that the An- 
lient Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians praiſed The Pridii. 
Order and Geverument in the Church ; That ſome — 
did Appoint, and Ordain certain things 3 Con- prattied id 
© demn, and Approve certain Practices, as well as #*Gburats 
= Doctrines by the Spirit of God + That there lay 
gan Obligation in Point of Duty upon others to. 
* Obey and Submit. That this was no Encroach- 
ment, nor Impoſition upon their Chriſtian Li- 
berty, nor any ways contradictory to their being 
inwardly and immediately led by the Spirit of 
God in their Hearts. And laſtly, that ſuch, as 
dare in the true Feeling and Senſe, will find it 
their Places to Obey, and be one with the Church 
„ Pol Chriſt in ſuch like Caſes: And that it's ſuch, - 
aas have loſt their Senſe and Feeling of the Life of 
the Body, that deſſent and are diſobedient under 
the falſe Pretence of Liberty. So that thusit is ſuffi 
ciently proved, what I undertook in this Place. 
4 * Thirdly, Ijudge, their will need no great Ar- Reaſen ix, 
y Fgumens to prove, the Say! 5 of God may and 
do well ro Exerciſe the like Government upon the 
2 very like Occaſion. For even Reaſon may teach us, 
4 that what proved good and wholfome Cures to the 
Diſtemper of the Church in former Ages, will not 
now (the very like Diſtempers falling in) prove 
„ hurtful and poiſonable; eſpicially, if Ve have 
„ Whe Teſtimony of the ſame Spirit in our Hearts, not on 
y allowing us, but commanding us ſoto do, It is ma- 


E nifeſk 
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Diſtempers nifeſt (though we are ſorry for it) that the fame 
F 1 | 7 
Church re· Occaſions now fall in; we find, that there are 


— — nee that have eaten and drunken with us at the Table of 
* 


Old. 


the Lord, and have been Sharers of the ſame Spiri- 
tual Joy and Conſolation, that after wards fall a- 
way. We find (to our great Grief) that ſome 
walk diſorderly; and ſome are puffed up, and 
ſtrive to ſow Diviſion, labouring to ſtumble the 
Weak, and to cauſe Offences in the Church of 
Chriſt : What then is more ſuitable, and more 


Chriſtian, than to follow the Foot-ſteps of the 


Flock, and to labour and travel for the Good of 
the Church, and for the removing all that 1s 
hurtful ; even as the Holy Apoſtles, who walked 
with Jeſus, did before us? If there be ſuch as 
walk diſorderly now; Muſt not they be Admo- 
niſhed, Rebuked and withdrawn from, as well as 
of Old? Or is ſuch to be the condition of the 
Church, in theſe latter times, that all Iniquity 


_ muſt go unreproved? Muſt it be Hereſy or Op- 
preſſion, to watch over one another in Love? To 7. 


take Care for the Poor? To ſee, that there be no 
2 no Defiled Members of the Body, and 
carefully and Chriſtianly deal with them, for 
Reſtoring them, if poſſible? And for withdrawing 
from them, if incurable? I am perſwaded, that 
there are none, that look upon the Comm inds of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the Practice and Experi- 
ence of the primitive Church and Saints, as a 
ſufficient Precedent to authorize a Practice now, 
that will deny the Lawfulneſs or Uſefulneſs here- 
of; but muſt needs acknowledge the Neceſſity of 


it. But if it be Objected (as ſome have done) 1 | 
Objefion, Do you not deny, that the Scripture is the ade- 


quate Rule of Faith and Manners? And that the *? 
Commands or Practices of the Scripture are not 
a ſufficient Warrant for you now to do any thing. 
without you be again Authorized, and led unto it 


by the ſame Spirit? And upon that Score, do 4 


you +3 
3 
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you not forbear ſome things both Practiſed and 
5 Commanded'by the primitive Church and Saints ? 
Well, I hope, I have not any de weakned 
this Objection, but preſented it in its full Vigour 
and Strength: To which I ſhall clearly and di- 
2 itinctly anſwer thus. | 

Firſt, Seaſons and Times do not alter the Na- Times alter 
ture and Subftance of Things in themſelves elde, 
though it may cauſe Things to alter, as to the Command- 
* Uſefulneſs, or not Uſefulneſs of them. <7 
* Secondly, Things Commanded and practiſed at 
certain Times and Seaſons fall of themſelves, when- 
as the Cauſe and Ground, for which they were com- 
* manded, is removed: As there is no need now for 
the Deciſion about Circumciſion, ſeeing there are 
none Contend for it: Neither as to the Orders 
s concerning things Offered to Idols; ſeeing there 
e is now no ſuch Occaſion: Yet who will ſay, that 
„the Command enjoyn'd in the fame Place, As xv: 
20. toabſtain from Formation, is now made void? 
o © Seeing, there is daily need for its ſtanding in 
o © Force, becauſe it yet remains as a Temptation 
d © Man is incident to? We confeſs indeed, we are a- 
Ir © gainſt ſuch, as from the bare Letter of the Scrip- 
g ture, (though if it were ſeaſonable now to de- 
at bate it, we find but few to deal with, whoſe Pra- 
of © Etices are ſo exactly fquared) ſeek to uphold Cu- 
i = toms, Forms or Shadows, when the Uſe, for 
.2 © Which they were appointed, is removed, or the 
„„ _ Subſtance it ſelf known and witneſſed: As we 
e- © have ſufficiently elſewhere anſwered our Oppoſers 
in the Cafe of Water-Bapti/m, and Bread and 
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e) 3 Wine, &c. So that the Objeftion, as to that, 
e- Þ doth not hold; and the Difference is very wide, 


he in Reſpect of ſuch Things: The very Nature and 
ot © Subftance of which can never be diſpenſed with 
by the People of God, ſo long as they are in this 
it World; yea, without which they could not be 
do bis People. For the Doctrines, and Fundimental 

4 02 Prin- 


| 
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Principles of the Chriſtian Faith we own and be- 
lieve originally and principally, becauſe they are 
the Truths of God; whereunto the Spirit of God 
in our Hearts hath conſtrained our Underſtandings 
to obey and ſubmit. In the Second Place, we are 
reatly Confirmed, Strengthned and Comforted 

in the Joint Teſtimony of our Brethren, the Apo- 


The Joint ſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt, who by the Revela- 


Teltimony ** 3 . 
ofthe Apo- tion of the ſame Spirit in the Days of Old believed, 


de eh: and have left upon Record the ſame Truths; ſo 


ofGod in we having the ſame Spirit of Faith, according as it 
OY is written, I believed, and therefore have I ſj oken ; 
we alſo believe, and therefore we ſpeak. And we 
deny not, but ſome, that from the Letter have 
had the Notion of theſe Things, have thereby in 
the Mercy of God received Occaſion to have them 
Revealed in the Life : For we freely acknowledge, 
(though often Calumniated to the contrary) that 
Whatſoever Things were written aforetime, were wril- 
ten for our Learning; that we through Patience and 
Comfort of the Scriptures may have {1ope. So then I 
hope, if the Spirit of God lead me now unto that 
which is Good, Profitable, 'yea, and Abſolutely 
needful, in Order to the keeping my Conſcience 
clear and void of Offence towards God and Man ; 
none will be ſo unreaſonable as to ſay, I ought not 
to do it, becauſe it is according to the Scriptures ? 
Nor do ] think, it will /avour ill among any ſeri- 
ous, ſolid Chriſtians, for me to be the more con- 
firmed and perſwaded, that I am led to this Thing 
by the Spirit, that I find it in my ſelf good and y/e- 
ful ; and that upon the like Occaſions Chriſt com- 
manded it, and the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri- 
ſtians practiſed and recommended it. | 
Now ſeeing it is ſo, that we can boldly ſay, 
with a good Conſcience in the Sight of God, That 
the ſame Spirit, which leads us to believe the 


Doctrines and Principles of the Truth, and 5 
hold 


for? | | 
Secondly, In what Caſes, and how far it may ex- 
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hold and maintain them again, after the Apoſta- 


cy, in their Primitive and Ancient Purity, as they 


were delivered by the Apoſtles of Chriſt in the Ho- 


ly Scriptures; I ſay, that the ſame Spirit doth now 


lead us into the like Holy Order and Government 
to be exerciſed among us, as it was among them, 


being now the like Occaſion and Opportunity mi- 
niſtred to us therefore; what can any Chriſtianly 
or Rationally object againſt it? For that there is a 


real Cauſe for it, the Thing it ſelf ſpeaketh; and 4 Real 


that it was the Practice of the Saints and Church of 


Cavſe for 
the ſa me 


Old, is undeniable: What kind of Ground then Order. 


can any ſuch Oppoſers have (being ſuch, as ſcru- 
pling at this, do notwithſtanding acknowledge our 
Principle) that this were done by Impoſition or I- 
mitation, more than the Belief of the Doctrines 
and Principles? Seeing as it is needful to uſe all 
Diligence to convince and perſwade People of the 
Truth, and bring them to the Belief of it, (which 

et we cannot do, but as Truth moves and draws 


in their Hearts) it is alſo no leſs needful, when a 


People is gathered, to keep and preſerve them in 
Unity and Love, as becomes the Church of Chriſt, 
and to be careful, as ſaith the Apoſtle, That all 
Things be done decently, and in Order; and that all 
that is wrong, be removed, according to the Me- 
thod of the Goſpel ; and the Good cheriſhed and 
encouraged. So that we conclude, and that upon 
very good Grounds, That there ought now, as well 
as heretofore, to be Order and Government in the 


Church of Chriſt. 


That which now cometh to be examined in the yaqur, 


Third Place, is, 
Firſt, hat is the Order and Government we plead 


tend? And in whom the Power deciſſive is? 


C3 Thirdly, 


— 


I. 


2. 
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Thirdly, How it differeth, and is wholly an- 
other than the Oppreſſive and Perſecutins Principality 


of the Church of Rome, and other Anti-chriſtian Af 
femblies ? | 


1 6 11 


SECTION IV. N 


Of the Order and Government which we 
| | Plead for. 


T will be needful then, before I proceed to de- 
ſcribe the Order and Government of the Church, © 
to conſider, what is or may be properly under- 
ſtood by the Church : For ſome (as I touched be- 
fore) ſeem to be offended, or at leaſt afraid of the 
very Word, becauſe, The Power of the Churcb, The 
Order of the Church, the Judgment of the Church, and 
ſuch like Pretences, have been the great Weapons, 
 Wherewith Antichriſt and the Apoſtate Chriſtians 
have been theſe many Generations perſecuting the 
Woman, and warring againſt the Man- Child. 
And indeed, great Diſputes have been among the 
Learned Rabbies in the Apoſtacy concerning this 
Church, what it is, or what may be ſo accounted > 
Which I find not my Place at preſent to dive much 
in; but ſhal! only give the true Senſe of it, ac- 
cording to Truth, and the Scriptures plain Teſti- 
what the The Word CHURCH in it ſelf, and as uſed in } 
— the Scriptures, is no other but a Gatherin», Com- 
ſignifies pro- pany, Or Aſſembly of certain People called or gathered 
oy together : For ſo the Greek Word 'Exxanote ſignifies 
(which is, that the Tranſlators render Church) 
which Word is derived ſrom the Verb EXA e 1. e. 
Evoco, I call out of, from the Root Kante, Voco, IJ 
call. Now though the Engliſb Word Church, be 
only taken in ſuch a Senſe, as People are gathered 
= e ſlogeiber 
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together upon a Religious Account; yet the Greek 

Word that is ſo rendered, is taken in general for 

every Gathering or Meeting together of People: And 
therefore where it is ſaid, The Town-Clerk of the 
Epheſians diſmiſſed the Tumult, that was gathered 

there together, the ſame Greek Word "Exxansiz 1s uſed, , 1 
Ads xix. 41. <Tiavas Tu Exxanoier, he diſmiſſed the cimem.) 
Aſſembly (or the Church.) 

A Church then in the Scripture-Phraſe, is no o- N 
ther than a Meeting or Gathering of certain Peo- Church in z 
ple, which (if it be taken in a Religious Senſe, as 
moſt commonly it ĩs) are gathered together in the 
Belief of the ſame Principles, Doctrines, and Points 
of Faith, whereby as a Body they become diſtin- 
guiſhed from others, and have a certain Relation 
among themſelves ; and a Conjunct Intereſt to the 
Maintaining and Propagating theſe Principles 
they judge to be right: And therefore have a cer- 
tain Care and Overſight over one another, to pre- 
vent and remove all Occaſions, that may tend to 
break this their Conjunct Intereſt, hinder the Pro- 
pagation ot it, or bring Infamy, Contempt, or 
Contumely upon it; or give ſuch, as on the other 
Hand are or may be be banded together to undo 
them, juſt Occaſion againſt them, to decry and 
defame them. | | 

Now the Way to diſtinguiſh that Church, Ga- now todi- 
thering, or Aſſembly of People, whereof Chriſt tru- — 
ly is the Head, from ſuch as falſly pretend there- from the 
to, is by conſidering the Principles and Grounds fe. 
upon which they are gathered together, the Na- 
ture of that Hierarchy and Order they have a- 
mong themſelves, the Way and Method they take 
to uphold it, and the Bottom upon which it ſtand- 
eth; which will greatly contribute to clear all 
Miſtakes. LE 

Foraſmuch as Sanctification and Holineſs is the 
great and chiet End among true Chriſtians, which 
moves them to gather together; therefore the 


C 4 Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle Paul defines the Church in his Salutation 
to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. i. 2. Unto the Church of 
God which is at Corinth, them that are ſanctifed in 
Chriſt Jeſus, called to be Saints, So the Church is 
ſuch as are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be 
Saints. 
YbeChurs The Power and Authority, Order and Govern- 
ment we ſpeak of, is ſuch, as a Church, Mecting, 
Members. Gathering, or Aſſembly, claims towards thoſe that 
have or do declare themſelves Members, who own, 
believe and profeſs the ſame Dattrines and Princi- 
ples of Faith with us, and go under the fame Di- 
ſtinction and Denomination , whole Eſcapes, 
Faults and Errors may by our Adverſaries juttly 
be imputed to us, if not ſeaſonably and Chriſtiant; | 
reproved, reclaimed or condemned. For we are | 
not ſo fooliſh, as to concern our ſelves with thoſe 
who are not of us; far leſs, who ſtand in Oppoſi- 
tion to us, ſo as to reprove, inſtruct, or reclaim 
them, as Fellow-Members or Brethren : Yet with 
a Reſpect to remove the general Reproach from 
the Chriſtian Name, with a tender Regard to the | 
Good of their Immortal Souls, for the Zeal we 
owe to God's Glory, and for the Exlialtation and | 
Propagation of his Everlaſting -1 ruth and Goſ- 
pel in the Earth, we have not been wanting with 
the Hazzard ef our Lives to ſeek the ſcattered ones, 
holding forth the living and ſure Foundation, and 
inviting and perſwading all to obey the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and to take Notice of his Kew 4 as he 
makes himſelf manifeſt in and by his Light in their 
Hearts. So our Care and Travel is and hath been | 
towards thoſe that are without, that we may bring 
them into the Fellowſhip of the Saints in Light, 
and towards thoſe that are brought in, that they 
may not be led out again, or drawn aſide, either 
to the left Hand, or the right, by the Workings 
and Temptations of the Enemy. 
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Theſe Things being thus cleared and opened, 
we do poſitively affirm, That we being a People 
eathered together by the Power of God (which moſt 
if not all of thoſe, that ariſing among our ſelves 
do oppoſe us herein, have acknowledged) into the 
Belief of certain Principles and Doctrines, and alſo 
certain Practices and Performances, by which we 
are come to be ſeparated and diſtinguiſhed from o- 
thers, ſo as to meet apart, and alſo to ſuffer deep- 
ly for our Joint-Teſtimony ; there are, and muſt 
of Neceſſity be, as in the Gathering of us, ſo in 
the Preſerving of us while gathered, Diverſities of pjverfities 
Gifts and Operations for the Edifying of the whole < Gifts in 
Body. Hence faith the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. v. 17. 
Let the Elders, that rule well, be counted worthy of 
double Honour, eſpecially they who labour in the 
Word and Doctrine: And this we ſuppoſe neither to 
be Popiſh, nor Antichriſtian ; let our Oppoſers 
ſay it, as oft as they can, without reckoning the 
Apoſtles ſuch. | 

Secondly, Foraſmuch as all are not called in the 
ſame Station, ſome Rich, ſome Poor; ſome Ser- 
vants, ſome Maſters; ſome Married, ſome Un- 
married; ſome Widows, and ſome Orphans, and 
ſo forth; it is not only convenient, but abſolutely 
needful, that there be certain Meetings at certain 
Places and Times, as may beſt ſuit the Conveni- — 4 
ences of ſuch, who may be moſt particularly con- eL 
cerned in them; where both thoſe that are to take 
Care, may aſſemble, and thoſe who may need 
this Care, may come and make known their Ne- 
ceſſities, and receive Help, whether by Counſel 
or Supply, according to their reſpective Needs. 
This doth not at all contradict the Principle of be- —ettablit» 
ing led inwardly and immediately by the Spirit; *9Þyre 
elſe how came the Apoſtle in that Day of the Pow- 1 
erful Pouring forth of the Spirit of God, to ſet a- 
part Men for this Purpoſe? Sure, this was no to 
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Convenient 
Places to 
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lead them from their inward Guide yea, of the 


contrary it is expteſly ſaid, Look ye cut among you 
ſeven Men of honeſt Report, full of the He! Ghoſt and 


Wiſdom, whom we may appoint over 1513 Buſineſs. 


Sure, they were not to undertake a Buſineſs being 


full. of the Holy Ghoſt, which might import a 


Contradiction to their being led by it: So we ſce, 


it is both fit and ſuitable to the Apoſtles Doctrine, 
to have Meetings about Bufineſs. Now it any ſhould 
be ſo whimſical or conceited, as to ſcruple their be- 
ing at ſet Places and Times, though theſe be no- 
thing relative to the Eſſential Parts, but only 


Circumſtances relating to the Conveniency of our 


Perſons (which we mult have Regard to, ſo long as 
we are cloathed with Fleſh and Blood: And ſuch 
Notioniſts, as are againſt this Godly Care, work 
far more in their vain Imaginations, than they re- 
duce to Practice; being like unto ſuch, of whom 
the Apoſtle 7ames teſkiied, who content them- 
ſelves with ſaying to the Naked, Be cloathed; and 
to the Hungry, Be fed; while they offer not in the 
leaſt to miniſter to them thoſe Things, which are 
needful for Cloathing and Feeding of them) Yet 
ſhall we not ſcruple to make it appear, that it is 
not without very good Ground, that we both ap- 
point Places and Times. And firſt, as to the 
Place, I fay as before, it is with our Bodies we 


muſt meet, as well as with our Spirits; and ſo ot 


Neceſſity we muſt convey our Bodies unto one 
Place, . we may ſpeak and act in thoſe Things 
we meet for: And that muſt be in ſome certain 
Place, where all muſt know where to find it; hav- 


Ing herein a Regard to the Conveniences and Oc- 


caſions of ſuch as meet. Were it fit, that thoſe of 
the Church of Corinth ſhould go do their Buſineſs 
at Antioch, or the Church of Feru/ſalem at Rome? 
Nay ſurely, God hath not given us our Reaſons to 
no RE butthat we ſhould make Uſe of * 
; | $ | r 
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for his Glory, and tae Good of our Brethren 
yet always in Subjection to his Power and Spirit. 
And therefore we have Reſpect to theſe Things in 
the Appointing of our Meetings, and do it not 
without a Regard to the Lord, but in a Senſe of 
his Fear. And ſo the like as to Times, which is no 
contradicting of the inward Leading of the Spirit. 


Elſe how came the Apoſtle to appoint a Time to 2 —— 
the Corinthians in their Contributions, deſiring Times ap- 
them 1 Cor. xvi. 2. To lay by them in Store upon the * 


Firſt Day of the Week, yea, faith he, not that be 
gave the ſame Order io the Church of Galatiq. I 
know not, howany in Reaſon can quarrel about 
Set Times for outward Buſineſs, it being done in a 
Subjection to God's Will, as all Things ought to 
be: Or elſe how can ſuch, as ſo do, but quarrel 
with the Apoſtle for this Impoſition (at that Rate) 
upon the Churches of Corinth and Galatia? We 
appoint no ſet Times for the Performance of the 

orſhip of God, ſoas toappoint Men to Preach 
and Pray at ſuch ſet Times; though we appoint 
Times To Meet together in the Name of the Lord, that 
we may feel his Preſence, and he may move in and 
through whom he pleaſeth without Limitation. 
Which Practice of Meeting together we are greatly 


prohibited to lay it aſide by the holy Apoſtle : and 
alſo on the other Hand by the ſad Experience of 
ſuch, as by Neghgence or Prejudice forſake the 
Aſſemblies of God's People; upon many of which 
is already fulfilled, and upon others daily fulfilling 
the Judgments threatned upon ſuch Tranſgreſſors: 
Read Heb. x. from Verſe 23 to the End, where 
that Duty is ſo ſeriouſly exhorted to, and the Con- 


tempt of it reckoned a wilful Sin, almoſt (if not 
altogether ) unpardonable ; yea, a treading under 
Foot the Son of God, and a doing Deſpight to the Spi- 
rit of Grace ; which is fulfilled in our Day, and 

| h Es proves 


encouraged to by the Promiſe of Chriſt and our — 2 


own Bleſſed Experience; and alſo we are ſeverely ſidrade. 


— 


33 9” Th Anarchy of the Ranters. Set. V. 


proves the lamentable Fruits of ſuch as have fo 


backſlidden among us. And therefore having ſo ch 
much good and real Ground for what we do herein, al 
together with the Approbation andEncouragement 2 


of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, both by Command and al 
Practice, we can (as that both the A/phaand Omega, /t 


the Foundation and Cap-ftone required) faithtully 1 4 
affirm in good Conſcience, That God hath led us by f 


his Spirit, both to appoint Places and Times, where + 
de may ſee the Faces one of another; and to take care [ 
one for another, provoking one another to Love and 4 
good Wort. And our Faith and Confidence herein c 
cannot be ſtaggered by a meer Denial in our Op- 1 


oſers, which no Man of Conſcience and Reaſon L 
will ſay it ought; ſeeing the Thing it ſelf hath q 
ſuch a ſolid and real Cauſe and Foundation, ſo a 
good and ſuitable a Pattern and Example, and that \ 
it is conftantly confirmed to us, both by the Te- £ 
ſtimony of God's Spirit in our Hearts, and by the l 

good Fruits and Effects which we daily reap there- e 
by, as a Seal and Confirmation, that God is well K 
pleaſed therewith, and approveth us in it, 

Having thus far proceeded to ſnew, That there 

. ought to be Order and Government among the 
People of God; and that that, which we plead 
tor, is, That there may be certain Meetings ſet a- 
part for that End; It is next to be conſidered, I | 
what Caſes, and how far it may extend? N | 

| 
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SECTION V. 


In what Caſes, and how far, this Government 
extends? And firſt, as to Outwards and 


 Temporals. 
==1 Shall begin with that, which gave the firſt || 


Meetings a Riſe for this Order among the Apoſtles ; and | 
neſs, 


do verily believe, might have been * 
e 
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the firſt Occaſions that gave the like, among us, 

and that is, The Care of the Poor, of Widotos and 
Orphans. Love and Compaſſion are the great, yea, 

and the chicfeſt Marks of Chrifttanity : Hereby 

(hall it be known, ſaith Chriſt, hat ye are my Diſ- 

ciples, if ye love one another. And Fames the Apo- 

{tle places Religion herein in the firſt Place; Pure 
Religion (faith he and Undefiled before God and the Cat gerte, 
Father, is, to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Poor wi- 
Affiftions, &c. For this then, as one main End —— 
do we meet together, that Enquiry may be made, 


if there be any Poor of the Houſhold of Faith, - , 
that need, that they may be ſupplied ; that the 
Widows may be taken Care of, that the Orphans ev 


and Fatherleſs may be bred up and Educated; Who 
will be ſo Unchriſtian, as to reprove this good Or- 
der and Government, and to ſay it is needleſs ? But 
if any will thus object; May not the Spirit lead 
every one of you to give lo them that need? [hat needs 
meetings about it, and ſuch Formalities ? 

I anſwer, The Spirit of God leads us ſo to do; 


what can they ſay to the contrary ? Nor is this 


2 Practice any Ways inconſiſtent with being in- 
wardly and immediately led by the Spiritz for 
the Spirit of God doth now, as well as in the Days 
of Old, lead his People into thoſe Things which 
are orderly, and of a good Report; for he is the 
God of Order, and not of Confuſion : And there- 
fore the holy Apoſtles judged it no Inconſiſtency rhe kram. 


with their being led by the Spirit to appoint Men be of the 


full of the Holy Ghoſt and of It iſdem, over the Buſj. Volles 
neſs of the Poor. Now if to be full of the Holy 
Ghoſt be a Qualification needful for this Imploy- 
ment; ſurely, the Nature of their Imployment 
was not to render this ſo needful a Qualification 
uſeleſs and ineffectual, as if they were not to be led 
by-it. 


More- | 
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Moreover we ſee, though they were at that 
Time all filled with the Spirit, yet there was fome- 
thing wanting before this good Order was eſta- 
bliſhed. There was a Murmuring that ſome Widot; 
were neglected in the daily Miniſtration; and we 
. muſt not ſuppoſe, the Apoſtles went about to re- 
medy this Evil, that was creeping into the Church, 
without the Counſel of God by his Spirit, or that 
this Remedy they were led to, was ſtepping into 
Apoſtacy ; neither can it be ſo ſaid of us, we pro- 
ceeding upon the like Occaſion. 
Eontributi- If then it be thus needful and ſuitable to the Goſ- 
ow forthe pel, to relieve the Neceſſities of the Poor, that as 
there was No Beggar to be among Iſrael of Old, 
ſo far leſs now; muſt there not be Meetings to ap- 
point Contribution, in Order to the performing 
theſe Things? Which is no other, but the giving 
of a general Intimation what the Needs are? That 
every one, as God moves their Hearts, and hath 
proſpered them (without Impolition, Force or 
Limitation) may give towards theſe needfu] Uſes, 
In which Caſe theſe Murmurers at our good Order 
in ſuch Matters, may well think ſtrange at the 
Apoſtle: How — 44 How earneſtly doth 
he reiterate his Deſires and Provocations, ſo to 
ſpeak, in this Reſpect to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 
Xvi. 2. and the viith and ixth Chapters of the 2d 
Epiſtle throughout 
Now though he teſtifies to them elſewhere, that 
they are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in them ; yet ceaſeth he not to 
intreat and exhort, yea, and to give them certain 
Orders in this Matter. 
Beſides all theſe Reaſons, which are ſufficient 
to convince any unprejudicate Man, The ſecret 
Approbation of God's Spirit accompanying us in 
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this Thing, together with the Fruits and Effects 
of it; which Hundreds can witneſs to, whoſe 
Needs have been ſupplied, and themſelves helped 
| through 


a ow od Am A os q a ©. Py, . off © Of cio 4 =» ww od AA eo tan. £A DT oc 


Set. V. Church Government in Temporals. 37 


through divers Difficulties ; and the Teſtimonies Fatheriſs 
of ſome already, and of many ' more Orphans — 
d Fatherleſs Children, who have found no want 
neither of Father nor Mother, or other Relations 
through the tender Love and Care of God's Peo- 

ple in putting them in Trades and Imploy ments, 

and giving them all needful Education: Which 

will make it appear, e're this Age paſs away, to 

thoſe that have an Eye to ſee, that theſe are not 

the meer Doings and Orders of Men; but the 

Work of bim who is appearing in ten Thouſands of 

his Saints, to eſtabliſh not only Truth, but Mercy and 
Righteouſneſs in the Earth. 

And for that End therefore in the ſecond Place 2. to - 
this Order reacheth the taking up and compoſing Pol Differ- 
of Differences as to outward Things, which may Clurcbia 
fall out betwixt Friend and Friend; for ſuch _—_— 
things may fall out through the Intricacies of di? 
vers Affairs, where neither hath any poſitive In- 
tention to enjure and defraud his Neighbour, as 
in many Caſes might be inſtanced. Or if thro? 
the Workings and Temptations of him, whoſe 
work is to beſet the Faithful, and People of the 
Lord, and to engender {ſo far as he can) Strife 
and Diviſion among them, any ſhould ſtep aſide, 
as to offer to wrong or prejudice his Neighbour ; 
we do boldly aver, as a People gathered together 
by the Lord unto the fame Faith, and diftin- 
guiſhed from all others by our Joint- Teſtimony 
and Sufferings, that we have Power and Autho- 
rity to decide and remove theſe things among 
our ſelves, without going to others to ſeek Re- 
dreſs. And this in it felt hath ſo much Reaſon, 
that I cannot tell, if any that are not wholly preju- 
dicate or obſtinate, can blame it, For if we be of 
one Mind concerning Faith and Religion, and 
that it be our Joint-{ntereſt to bring all others 
unto the ſame Truth with us, as ſuppoſing them 
to be wrong, what Confidence can we _ - 
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think of Reclaiming them, if the Truth we pro- 
feſs have not Efficacy, as to reconcile us among 
our ſelves in the Matters of this World: If we 
be forced to go out to others for Equity and Ju- 
ſtice, becauſe we cannot find it among our ſelves, 


how can we expect to invite them to come among 


us, when ſuch Virtues, as which ſtill accompany 
the Truth, are neceſſarily ſuppos'd to be want- 
ing ? Should we affirm otherwiſe, it were to de- 
ſtroy the Truth and Faith, we have been and are 
in the Lord's Hand building up : And indeed rhe 
Spirit and Practice of ſuch as oppoſe us herein, 

hath no leſs Tendency. 
Moreover, beſides the Enforcing and Intrinſick 
Reaſon of this Thing, we have the Concurrence, 
Approbation and Comfort of the Apoltle's Te- 
ſtimony, 1 Cor. vi. Dare any of you, having a Mat- 
Objedtion: e "againſt another, go to Law before the Unjuſt, 
and not before the Saints ? If it be objected, Do 
you reckon all Unjuſt that are not of you ? Think ye 

all other People void of Juſtice? 

Believers LI anſwer, Though the Apoſtle uſcth this Ex- 
not bote preſſion, I am perſwaded, he did not reckon all 
the Uajult, Others unjuſt, that had not received then the 
Ve. Chriſtian Faith. There were, no doubt, moral 
and juſt Men among the Heathen; and therefore 
the ſame Paul commends the Nobility of Feſtus. 
+ he reckons them there Un in reſpect of the 
Saints, or comparatively with them, as ſuch as 


are not come to the juſt Principle of God in them-- 


ſelves to obey it and follow it : And therefore 
though he accounts them, who are leaſt eſteemed 
in the Church, capable to decide ſuch Matters ; 
yet he ſuppoſerh it ſafer to ſubmit to their Judg- 


ment in ſuch Caſes, though it were by taking ' 


Wrong, or ſuffering Wrong, than to go before o- 
thers to the greater Reproach of the Truth. We 
hope, though many Occaſions of this kind have 
fallen in among us, ſince we have been a People, 

none 
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none have had juſt Occaſion to decline our Judg- 

ment. And though ſome ſhould ſuppoſe them- 

| felves to be wronged ; yet if they ſhould go bring 

their Matter before others, we might ſay as the 

Apoſtle ſaith in the afore-mentioned Chapter, ver. 

7. This ere thereby a Fault in them, and would e- 

vidence a greater Care of ſome outward Concern, 

than of the Honour and Intereſt of Truth: And 

therefore ſuch as have a tender Regard that way, 

would rather ſuffer, what to their Apprehenſions 

may ſeem wrong. For in Matters, wherein two 

Parties are oppoſite in the Caſe of Meum and The Caſe of 

Tuum, it is ſomewhat hard to pleaſe both; ex- — 2 

cept where the Power of Truth, and the righte- 

ous Judgment thereof reaching to that of God in 

the Conſcience, hath brought to a true Acknow- 

ledgment him. that hath been miſtaken, or in 

the wrong : Which hath frequently fallen out a- 

mong us, to the often refreſhing. and confirmin 

our Souls in the certain Belief, that Chriſt was 

fulfilling his Promiſes among us, In Reſtoring 

Judges, as at the girſt, and Counſellours, as in the 

Beginning. n ads ©: a 
ow ſuppoſe, any ſhould be ſo Pettiſh, or Hu-  Goingbe 

merous, as not to agree in ſuch Matters to the fue 

Judgment of his Brethren, and to go before the the Judge 4d 

Unbelievers (for though I reckon. them not ſuch gas g 

Unbelievers, as the Heathen of Old, becauſe they a Diſhoour 

Profeſs a Faith in God and Chriſt ; yet I may ſafe- erte 

ly ſay, they are Unbelievers as to theſe Principles 

and Doctrines which we know are the Truth of _ 

God; and in that Senſe muſt be Unbelievers as to 

him, that ſoAppealeth to them from his Brethren.) 

I ſay, ſuch as ſo do, firſt commit a certain Hurt, 

and Evil, in ſtaining the Honour and Reputation 

of the Truth they Profeſs; which ought to be 

dearer to us than our Lives, And even in that 

- Outward Matter, for 8 they thus do, * 
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run a Hazzard, not knowing, whether Things 
ſhall carry, as they expect: If they Looſe, they 
have a double Prejudice; if they Gain, it is a too 
dear Rate, even with the Hurt of Truth's Re pu- 
tation, which their Outward Advantage cannot 
make up. If then, it be Unlawful 70 do Evil, that 
Good may come on it, even a Spiritual Good; far leſs 
is it nfl to do a Poſitive Evil of ſo deep a Dye, 
as to bring an Evil Report upon the good Land, | 
and give the Uncircumciſed an Occaſion to Re- F 
Joice: Out of the Uncertain Hope of an Out— 
ward Gain, it is far better to ſuffer Loſs, as the 
Apoſtle very well argues in the Place above men- 
e | | 
Indeed, if there be any ſuch, have been, or 
appear to be of us, as ſuppoſe, There is not « 
Je Man amongſt us all, nor an Honeſt Man, that 
is able to judge betwixt his Brethren, We ſhall not 
covet to meddle in their Matter; being perſwad- 
ed, that either they, or their Cauſe is nought. 
Though ( Praiſes to God ) among all thoſe that 
have gone from us, either upon one Account, or] 
other, I never heard, that any were ſo minded to- 
wards us; but the moſt Part of them having let 
in the Offence of ſome Things, or Perſons, have 
had this Unanimous Teſtimony concerning us, that 
_ ly we are an Honeſt and Upright-hearted Peo- 
ple. 3 
F But whatever Senſe our Enemies, or Apoſtate 
have of us, who look aſquint on the Face o 
Truth, and can fee nothing aright in thoſe they 
love not, or are prejudicate againſt : This we can 
ſay in the laſt Place ( beſides the Reaſons and 
; N above declared) that the Good Fruit 
and Effects, which daily abound to the Houſhol! 
of Faith, in this, as well as the other Parts 0! 
the Government the Lord is eſtabliſhing among 
us, doth more and more commend it unto us 
and confirmeth our Hearts in the certain _ 
0 
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of that, which we can confidently Teſtifie in 
good conſcience, That God hath led us hereunto 
by his Spirit : and we fee the Hand of the Lord 
herein, which in due Time will yet more appear; 
that as through our Faithful Teſtimony, in the 
Hand of the Lord, that Antichriſtian and Apo- 
ſtatized Generation, the NaTiIonaLl M 1- 


41 


Piielis 


NISTRY, hath received a deadly Blow by ford Mals 
our diſcovering and witneſſing againſt their For- tenance «nd 


ced Maintenance, and Tythes, againſt which we 3 


have teſtified by _ Cruel Sufferings of all eda deadly 


Kinds (as our Chronicles ſhall make known to 
Generations to come) ſo that their Kingdom, in 
the Hearts of Thouſands, begins to totter and 
loole its Strength, and ſhall aſſuredly fall to the 
Ground, through Truth's prevailing in the Earth; 
ſo on the other Hand do we, by coming to Righ- 
teouſneſs and Innocency, weaken the Strength of 
their Kingdom who judge for Rewards (as well 
as ſuch as Preach for Hire) and by not mini- 
ſtring Occaſion to thoſe, who have heaped up 
Riches, and lived in Exceſs, Luft and Riot, by 
feeding and preying upon the Iniquities and Con- 
tentions of the People. For as Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs prevails in the Earth, by our faithful 
Witneſſing and keeping to it, the Nation ſhall 
come to beeaſed and disburdened of that deceit- 
ful Tribe of Lawyers, (as well as Prieſts) who 
by their many Tricks, and Endleſs Intricacies, 
have rendered Juſtice, in their Method, burden- 
{ome to honeſt Men, and ſeek not ſo much to 
put an End, as to foment Controverſies and Con- 
tentions, that they themſelves may be ſtill fed 
and upheld, and their Trade kept up. Whereas 
by Truth's Propagation, as many of theſe Con- 
troverſies will die by Mens coming to be leſs 
Contentious; ſo when any Difference ariſeth, the 
Saints giving Judgment, without Gift or Re- 
ward, or running into the Tricks and endleſs 

| D 2 Labyrinths 


by Tricks | 
and Intricde 
cies foment 


fics, 
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Labyrinths of the Lawyers, will ſoon Compoſe 
them. And this is that we are perſwaded, the 
Lord is bringing about in our Day, though ma- 
ny do not, and many will not ſee it; becauſe it 
is indeed in a Way different and contrary to Man's 
Wiſdom, who are now deſpiſing Chriſt in his 
Inward Appearance, becauſe of the Meanneſs of 
it; as the Jews of Old did him in his Ou(ward : 
Yet notwithſtanding there were ſome then that 
did Witneſs, and could not be Silent, but muſt 
Teſtify that He was come. Even fo now are 
there Thouſands, that can ſet to their Seal, that 
he hath now again the Second time Appeared, and 
is appearing in Ten Thouſands of his Saints; in 
and among whom (as a firſt Fruits of many 
more that ſhall be gathered) he is reſtoring the 
= Golden Age, and bringing them into the Holy 
Solden Age Order and Government of his own Son, who is 
ruling, and to rule in the midſt of them, ſetting 
forth the Counſellors as at the Beginning, and 
Judges as at Firſt 3 and eſtabliſhing Truth, 
Mercy, Righteouſneſs and Judgment again in 
the Earth: Amen, Hallelujah ! 
aden Thirdly, Theſe Meetings take Care in the Caſe 
the Caſe of of Marriages, that all things be Clear; and that 
there may nothing be {done in that Procedure, 
which afterwards may prove to the Prejudice of 
Truth, or of the Parties concerned; which being 
an Outward Thing (that is acknowledged in it 
ſelf to be Lawfal) 
Man, or a Woman, can perform in this World; 
and from the Sudden, Unwary, or Diſorderly 
Procedure whereof, very great Snares and Re- 
proaches may be caſt both upon the Parties, and 
the Profeſſion owned by them; therefore it doth 
very fitly, among other Things, when it occurs, 
come to be conſidered of by the People of God, 
when Met, to take care to preſerve all things 
right and ſavoury in the Houſhold of Faith. ny 
js 0 
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do believe, our Adverſaries that watch for Evil a- 


gainſt us, would be glad, how Promiſcuouſly or 
Diſorderly we proceed in this weighty Matter; 
that ſo they might the more boldly accuſe us, as 
Overturners of all -Human and Chriſtian Order: 


But God has not left us without his Counſel and 


Wiſdom in this Thing; nor will he, that any 


ſhould receive Juſt Occaſion againſt us his People: 


And therefore in this weighty Concern, we, Who 
can do nothing againſt the Truth, but all for, and 


with a Regard to the Truth, have divers Teſtimo- 


nies for the Lord, And 


Firſt, That we cannot Marry with thoſe that walk 


1. Our 


mt in, and obey not the Truth, as being of another — 
Judgment, or Fellowſhip ; or pretending to it, walk rng with 


not ſuitable and anfwerable thereto. 2 
levers. 


Secondly, Nor can we go to the Hireling Prieſts, 2. zy the 
to upheld their falſe and uſurped Authority, «who take *"t. 


upon them to marry People without any Command, or 
Precedent for it from the Law of God. 


Laſtly, Nor can we ſuffer any fuch kind of Marri- nid 
ages to paſs among 1s, which either as to the Degrees of grees, 


Conſanguinity, or otherwiſe, in it ſelf is unlawful, or 


ſrom which there may be any juſt Reflection caſt upon 


our Way. 


In fore 
en De- 


As to the firſt Two, they being Matters of ret. r. 
Principles received and believed, it is not my Work Anſt u- 


here to debate them; only ſince they are receiv- 
ed and owned as ſuch, (for which we can, and 


have given our ſufficient Reaſons elſewhere, as 


tor our other Principles) we ought to care, how 
any, by walking otherwiſe, bring Reproach up- 
onus. Yet not to paſs them wholly by, as to 
the Firſt; Beſides the Teſtimony of the Spirit of 
God in our Hearts (which is the Original Ground 


of our Faith in all Things) we have the Teſti- 
2 


mony of the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. vi. 14. Be ye not 


unequally yoaked together, &c. Now if any ſhould. 


k, it were much from this Scripture to plead 
me 7 it 


ievers. 
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it abſolutely Unlawful in any Caſe, to join in 
Marriage with any (however otherwiſe Sober) be- 
cauſe of their not being one with us in all Things: 
I ſhall ſpeak my Judgment. To me it appears ſo, 
andto many more who have obtained Mercy ; and 
ee think, we have the Spirit of God. But whether 
it be Lawkul or not, I can ſay Poſitively, IL is 
not Expedient, neither doth it Edify; and (as 
that which is of dangerous Conſequence ) doth 
give juſtly Offence to the Church of Chriſt : And 
therefore no true Tender Heart, will prefer his 
private Love to the Good and Intereſt of the whole 
Body. 

8 2. A As for the Second, In that we deny the Prieſts, 
© we their Aſſumed Authority and Power to Marry, it 
— "15 that which in no wiſe we can Reſile from, nor 
aan we own any in the doing of it; it being a Part 
of our Teſtimony againſt the Uſurpations of that 
Generation, who never yet, that Jever heard of, 
could produce any Scripture- Proof, or Example 
for it. And ſeeing, none can pretend Conſcience 
in the Matter (for they themſelves confeſs, that 
it is no Part of the Eſſence of Marriage; ) if any 
e to be among us, ſhould through Fear, 
ntereſt, or Prejudice to the Truth, come under 
and bow to that Image, have we not Realon to de- 
ny ſuch Slaviſh and Ignoble Spirits, as mind nor 

Truth and its Teſtimony ? 
Laſily, Seeing, if any walking with us, or go- 
Teſt. 3. A- ing under the fame Name, ſhould hajtily or dijor- 
:3en De-. derly go together, either being within the De- 
grees ofCon- grees of Conſanguinity, which the Law of God 
andre. cl. forbids, or that either Party ſhould haye been 
Fer formerly under any Tye or Obligation to athers, 
1 or any other vaſt Diſproportion, which might 
bring a juſt Reflection upon us from our Oppo- 
ſers; can any blame us for taking Care to pre- 
vent theſe Evils, by appointing, that ſuch as ſo de- 
lign, make known their Intentions to theſe Churches, 
or 
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or Aſſemblies, where they are moſt known, that if any 


know Juſt Cauſe of Hindrance, it may be mentio- 
ned, and a Timous Let put to the Hurt, either by 
ſtopping it, if they can be brought to condeſcend ; 
or by refuſing to be Witneſſes and Concurrers with 
them in it, if they will not? For we take not up- 
on us to hinder any to Marry, otherwiſe than by 
Advice, or Diſconcerning our ſelves ;. neither do 


we judge, that ſuch as do Marry contrary to our 


Mind, that therefore their Marriage is null and 
void in it ſelf, or may be Diſſolved afterwards; 
Nay : All our Medling is in a holy Care for the 
Truth. For if the Thing be right, all that we do 
is to be Witneſſes; and if otherwiſe, that we may 
ſay tor our Vindication to ſuch, as may upbraid us 
therewith, that we Adviſed otherwiſe, and did no 
Ways concur in the Matter: That ſo they may 
bear their own Burden, and the Truth and People 
of God be cleared. 
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Now I am confident, that our Way herein is ſo what kind 


an{werable to Reaſon and Chriſtianity, that none 


will blame us therefore ; except either ſuch, whoſe che 


Irregular and Impatient Lufts cannot ſuffer a Se- 
rious and Chriſtian Examination, and an adviſed and 
moderate Procedure; or ſuch, who watching for 
Evil againſt us, are ſorry, we ſhould proceed ſo 
Orderly, and would rather, we ſhould ſuffer all 
manner of Irregularities and Abominations, that 
they might have the more to ſay againſt us. But 
the ſolid and real Reaſons we have for our Way 


of Perſons 


cannot bear 


Order of 


Truth. 


herein, will ſufficiently plead for us in the Hearts 


of all Sober Men; and moreover, the Teſtimony 
of God's Spirit in our Hearts, doth abundantly 
confirm us both againſt the Folly of the One, and 
the Envy of the other. | p 
Fourthly, There being nothing more needful, 


than to preſerve Men and Women in Righteouſneſs, 
after they are brought into it; and allo nothing 
24 more 
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more certain, than that the great Enemy of Man's 
Soul ſeeks daily, how he may draw back again, 
and catch thoſe, who have. in ſome Meaſure e- 
ſcaped his Snares, and known Deliverance from 
them ; therefore do we alſo meet together, that 
we may receive an Opportunity to Underſtand, 


if any have fallen under his Temptations, that 


we may Reſtore them again, if poſſible 3 or o- 
therwiſe Separate them from US. Surely, if we 
did not ſo, we might be juſtly blamed as ſuch, 
among whom ir were lawful to commit any Evil 
unreproved ; indeed, this were to be guilty of 
that Libertiniſm, which ſome have falſly accuſed 
us of, and which hath been our Care all along, as 


became the People of God, to avoid: therefore 


we have ſought always to keep the Houle 
clean, by faithfully Reproving and Removing, ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Offence, and the 
Scandal following thereupon , private things pri- 
vately, and publick things publickly. We de- 
ſire not to propagate Hurt, and defile People's 
Minds with telling them ſuch things, as tend not 
to Edifie; yet do we not ſo cover over or ſmooth 
over any Wickedneſs, as not to deal Roundly 
with the Perſons guilty, and ' cauſing them to 
take away the Scandal in their Acknowledgment 


before All, to whoſe Knowledge it hath come: 


Yet judge we not our ſelves obliged to tell that in 


Gath, or publiſh that in the Streets of Aſkelon, 


which makes the Daughters of the Uncircumciſed 
Rejoyce; or ſtrengthen Atheiſts and Ranters in 
their Obduredneſs, who feed more upon the Fail- 


ings of the Saints, than to Imitate their true Re- 


ntance. And therefore where we find an unfeign- 
ing Returning to the Lord, we deſire not to Re- 
member that, which the Lord hath Forgotten; 


nor yet to throw Offences in the Way of the. 


Weak, that they may ſtumble upon them. 


And therefore J conclude, that our Care as to 


theſe 


of 
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theſe Things alſo, is moſt needful, and a Part of 
chat Order and Government, which the Church of 
Chriſt never was, nor can be Without; as doth a- 
bundantly appear by divers Scriptures heretofore 
mentioned. 
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Hom far this Government doth Extend in Mat- 
ters Spiritual ana purely Conſcientious. 


H Us far I have conſidered the Order and Go- 
verument of the Church, as it reſpects out- 

ward Things, and its Authority in condemnin 
or Removing ſuch Things, which in themſelves 
are Evil, as being thoſe, which none will readily 
juſtify : The Neceſſity of v hich Things is ſuch, 
that few but will acknowledge, the Care and Or- 
der in theſe Caſes to be commendable and expedient. 
Now I come to conſider the Things of another 
Kind, which either verily are, or are ſuppoſed to 
be Matters f CONSCIENCE, oratleaſt, 


wherein People may lay Claim to Conſcience in 


the Acting or Forbearing of them. In which the 
great Queition is, Fow far in ſuch Caſes the Church 
may give poſitive Orders, or Rules? How far her 
Authority reacheth or may be ſuppoſed to be binding, and 
ought to be ſubmitted to? For the better clearing 
and Examination of which, it will be fit to conſi- 
der, 


Firſt, Mbelber the Church of Chriſt have Power Wt 1 


in any Caſes, that are Matters of Conſcience, to 
give a poſitive Sentence and Deciſion, which may 
be Obligatory upon Believers ? 


Szcondly, 1f/o, In what Caſes and Reſpects ſhe queſt. 11, 


may ſo do? 


- 


Thirdly, herein conſiſteth the Freedom and Liber - 


ty of Conſcience, which may be exerciſed by the 
Members 


Queſt. IH, 


if 


Tie Anarchy of the Ranters. &c. Sect. VI. 
Members of the True Church diverſiy, without 


fuadging one another? 

And Laſtly, In whom the Power diciſſive is in 
Caſe of Controverſy, or Contention in ſuch Mat- 
ters? Which will alſo leads us To ob- 
ſerve the vajt Difference betwixt Us and the Pa- 
piſts, and others in this Particular. 

As to the Firlt, Whether the Church of Chriſt 

have Power in any Caſes, that are Matters of Con- 
ſcience, to give a poſitive Sentence and Diciſion, 
which may be Obligatory upon Believers. — 

I Anſwer Affirmatively, She hath; and ſhall 

prove it from divers Inſtances, both from Scrip- 
tu.e and Reaſon. For Firſt, All Principles and 
Articles of Faith, which are held Doctrinally, 
are in Reſpect to thoſe that belicve them, Mat- 
ters of Conſcience. We know, the Papifts do 
out of Conſcience, ( ſuch as are zealous among 
them ) adore, worſhip, and pray to Angels, Saints 
and Images, yea, and to the Euchariſt, as judging 
it to be really Chriſt Jeſus; and ſo do others 
place Conſcience in Things that are abſolutely 
wrong: Now I ſay, We being gathered together 
into the Belief of certain Principles and Do- 
Etrines, without any Conſtraint or Worldly Re- 
ſpect, but by the meer Force of Truth upon our 
Underſtanding, and its Power and Influence upon 
our Hearts; theſe Principles and Doctrines, and 
the Practices neceſſarily depending upon them, 
are, as it were, the Terms, that have drawn us 
rogether, and the * Bond, by which we became 

centered 


— 1. 


— 


* Yet this is not ſo the Bond, but that we have alſo a more 
inward and inviſible, to wit, the Life of Righteouſneſs, where- 
by we allo have Unity with the upright Seed in all, even in 
thoſe whoſe Underftandings are not yet ſo enlighined. But 
thoſe who are once enligbined, this is as an outward Bond; and 
if they ſuffer themſ-1es.to be darkned through Diſobedience, 

which as it does in the outward Bond, ſo it doth in the inwards 
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centered into One Body and Fellowſhip, and diſtin- 
guiſhed from others. Now if any one or more 
ſo engaged with us ſhould ariſe to teach any o- 
ther Doctrine or Doctrines, contrary to theſe, 
which were Ground of our being One; who can 
deny, but the Body hath Power in ſuch a Caſe 
to declare, Th1s is not according to the Truth we pro- 
; and therefore we pronounce ſuch and ſuch Do- 
Arines lo be Il rong, with which we cannot have U- 
nity, nor yet any more Spiritual Fellowſhip with 
thoſe as hold them? And ſo ſuch Cut themſelves off 
from being Members by diſſolving the very Bond, 
by which they were linked to the Body. Now 
this cannot be accounted Tyranny and Oppreſſion, 
no more than in a Civil Society, if one of the So- 
ciety ſhall contradict one or more of the funda- 
mental Articles, upon which the Society was gon- 
tracted, it cannot be reckon'd a Breach or Iniqui- 
ty in the whole Soctety to declare, that ſuch Con- 
tradictors have done wrong, and forfeited their 
Right in chat Society; in Caſe by the original 
Conſtirution the Nature of the Contradiction im- 
plys ſuch a Forfeiture, as uſually it is; and will 


no Doubt hold in Religious Matters. As if a Bo- me pie. 
dy be gathered into one Fellowſhip by the Belief liever — 
a Fellowſhip 
therways, naturally ſcattereth himſelt ; for that excludes N 
the Cauſe, that gathered him, is taken away : therefrom 

And ſo thoſe, that abide conſtant, in declaring aud ſeatters 
the thing to be ſo as it is, and in looking upon 
him and witneſſing of him to others (if need be) 


of certain Principles, he that comes to believe o- 


to be ſuch, as he has made bimſelf; do him no In- 
Jury. I ſhall make the Suppoſition in the Gene- 
ral, and let every People make the Application 
to themſelves, abſtracting from us; and then let 
Conſcience and Reaſon in every impartial Reader 
declare, whether or not it. doth not hold? Sup- 
poſe a People really gathered unto the Belief of 
the true and certain Principles of the Goſpel, if 
any 


E 
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any of theſe People ſhall ariſe and contradict any 


of thoſe Fundamental Truths, Whether has not 


ſuch as ſtand, good Right to caſt ſuch a one out from 
among them, and to pronounce poſitively, Thzs 
is contrary is the Truth we profeſs and own ; and there- 
fore ought to be rejected, and not received, nor yet he 
that aſſerts it, as one of us? And is not this Obliga- 


tory upon all the Members, ſeeing all are con- 


cerned in the like Care, as to themſelves, to hold 
the Right, and ſhut out the Wrong ? I cannot tell, 
if any Man of Reaſon can well deny this? Howe- 
ver I ſhall prove it next from the Teſtimony of the 
Scripture. 

Gal. i. 8. But though we, or an Angel from 
Heaven preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that 


- which we have preached unto you, let him be accurſed. 
As we ſaid before, ſo ſay J now again, If any Man 
preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that ye have 


received, let him be Accurſed. 

1 Tim. i. 19, 20. Holding Faith and a good 
Conſcience, which ſome having put away, concerning 
Faith have made Shipwrack, Of whom is Hymæneus 
and Alexander, whom + have delivered unto Satan, 
that they may learn not to Blaſpheme, 

2 John x: F there come any unto you, and 
bring not this Doctrine, receive him not into your 
Houſe neither bid him Rejoyce. (For fo the Greet 
hath it.) | . 

Theſe Scriptures are ſo plain and clear in them- 
ſelves as to this Purpoſe, that they need no great 
Expoſition to the unbyaſſed and unprejudicate 
Reader. Foreſeeing it is ſo, that in the true Church 
there may Men ariſe, and ſpeak Perverſe Things 
contrary to the Doctrine and Goſpel already 
received; What is to be the Place of thoſe, that 
hold the pure and Antient Truth? Muſt they 


look upon theſe perverſe Men ſtill, as their Bre- 


thren ? Mult they cheriſh them as Fellow-Mem- 
bers, or muit they judge, condemn and L 
80 | them: 


* 
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them ? We muſt not think, the Apoſtle wanted 


Charity, who will have them accurſed; and that Mer 


gave Hymeneus and Alexander over to Satan, after 
that they had departed from the true Faith, that 
they might learn not to Blaſpheme. In ſhort, if 
we muſt (as our Oppoſers herein acknowledge) pre- 
ſerve and keep thoſe, that are come ta own the 
Truth, by the ſame Means they were ga hered and 
brought into it; we muſt not ceaſe to be plain with 
them, and tell them, when they are wrong; and 
by ſound Doctrine, both exhort and convince Gain- 
ſayers. If the Apoſtles of Chriſt of Old, and the 
Preachers of the Everlaſting Goſpel in this Day, 
had told all People, however wrong they found 


them in their Faith and Principles, Our Charity and 4 


Charity ard 
falſe Love 


Love is ſucb, We dare not judge your, nor ſeparate 


ani ers- 
der Inſtanced 


from you; but let us all live in Love together, and e- to cheriſh in 
very one enjoy his own Opinion, and all will be well: Erro 


How ſhould the Nations have been? Or what Way 
can they be brought to Truth and Righteouſneſs ? 
Would not the Devil loye this Doctrine well, by 
which Darkneſs and Ignorance, Error and Confu- 


ſion might ſtill continue in the Earth unreproved, 


and uncondemned? If it was needful then for the 

Apoſt les of Chriſt in the Days of Old to Reprove, 
without ſparing to tell the High- Prieſts and great 
Profeſſors among the Fews, That they were ſtubborn 
and ſti f necłed, and always reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, 
without being guilty of Impoſition and Oppreſſion, 
or want of true Love and Charity; andallo for 
thoſe Meſſengers the Lord raiſed up in this Day, to 
reprove and cry out againſt the Hireling Prieſts, & 
to tell the World openly, both Profeſſors and Pro- 
phane, That they were in Darkneſs and Ignorance, 
eut of the Truth, Strangers and Aliens from the 
Common-Wealth of Iſrael ; if God has gathered a 


People by this Means into the Belief of one and 


the ſame Truth, Muſt not they, if they turn and 


depart from it, be Admoniſhed, Reproved, and 


Con- 
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Condemned (yea, rather than thoſe, that are not 


yet come to the Truth) becauſe they crucify a- 


freſh unto themſelves the Lord of Glory, and put 
him to open Shame ? It ſeems, che Apoſtle jadg- 


ed it very needful, they ſhould be fo dealt with, 
TH. i. 10. When he ſays, There are many unruly 
and vain Talkers, and Deceivers, eſpecially they of the 
Circumciſion, WHOSE MOUTHS. MUST BE. 
STOPPED, Sc. Were ſuch a Principle to be 
receiv'd or believed, That in the Church of Chriſt 


no Man ſhould be ſeparated from, no Man con- 


e lalet 
of all man · 
ner of Abo- 
mination, 


demned or excluded the Fellowſhip and Communi- 
on of the Body, for his Judgment or Opinion in 
Matter of Faith; Than what Blaſphemies ſo hor- 
rid, what Heriſies ſo damnable, what Doctrines of 
Devils, but might harbour it ſelf in the Church of 
Chriſt 2 What need then of ſound Doctrine, if no 
Doctrine make unſound ? What need of convincing 
and exhorting Gain-ſayers, if to gainſay be no 
Crime ? Where ſhould the Unity of the Faith be ? 


Were not this an Inlet to all manner of Abomina- 


tions? And to make void the whole Tendency of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles Doctrine? And render the 
Goſpel of none Effect? And give a Liberty to the 
unconſtant and giddy Will of Man to innovarte, alter 


and overturn it at his Pleaſure ? So that from all 


that is above-mentioned, we do ſafely conclude, 
That where a People are gathered together into the 
Belief of the Principles and Doctrines of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, if any of that People ſhall go from their 
Principles, and aſſert things falſe and contrary, to 
what they have already received; ſuch as ſtand and 
abide firm in the Faith, have Power by the Spirit 
of God, after they have uſed Chriſtian Endeavours 
to convince and reclaim them, upon their Obſtina- 


< to ſeparate from ſuch, and to exclude them from 
t 


eir Spiritual Fellowſhip and Communion : For 
otherways if this be denied, farewel to all Chri- 
2 * | ; ſtianity, 
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ſtianity or to the maintaining of any ſound Do- 
Arine in the Church of Chriſt. 
But Secondly, Taking it for granted, That the ue. 
Church«of Chriſt or Aſſembly of Believers may 1 
in ſome Caſes, that are Matter of Conſcience, = 
pronounce a poſiive Sentence and Judgment LH 
without Hazzard of Impoſition upon the Mem- 93 
bers, it comes to be enquired 3 In what Caſes, ans 
how far his Power reacheth ? " 8 hs " 
| Anſwer, Firſt, As that which is moſt er, 
and undeniable ; In the fundamental Principy“ß 
and Doctrines of Faith, in Caſe any ſhould offe” 
to teach other ways, as is above declar'd and proß 
ed. But ſome may perh aps acknowledge that indeed 
if any ſhould contradict the known and oy 
Principles of Truth, and teach otherways, 
were fit to caſt out and exclude ſuch ; But wha 805 
judgeſt thou as to leſſer Matters, as in Principle 
of leſs Conſequence, or in outward Ceremonies o 
Geſtures, Whether it be fit to Preſs Uniformity i in 
thee things? For Anſwer to this, it is fit to con- ER 
der, x9 2 
Firſt, The Nature of the things themſelves; Ke 
Secondly, The Spirit and Ground — Proceed 


And Thirdly, The Conſequence and 7. endency of 
them. 

But before I proceed upon theſe, I affirm, ond 
that according to Truth, that as the Church. and 


Aſſembly of God's People may and hath Power to 


Decide by the Spirit of God in Matters funda- 
bey (without which no Decifion 
nor Decree in whatever Matters is available) ſo the 
ſame Church and Aſſembly alſo in other Matters of he deci. 


leſs Moment, as to themſelves (yet being necdfu] oof Mate 


and expedient with a Reſpect to the Circumſtance of moment in 


Time, Place and other things that may fall in) may ch. 
and hath Power by the ſame Spirit, and not other? 
ways, being ated, moved and aſſiſted, and led 


by 
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by it thereto, to 3 a poſitive Judgment: | 
Which, no Doubt, will be found Obligatory up- 7 
on all ſuch, wo have a Senſe and Feeling of tie t 
Mind of the Spirit; though rejected by ſuch, as 11 
are not watchful, and ſo are out of the Feeling ſ; 
. and Unity of the Life. And this is that, which 0) 
. none that own Immediate Revelation, or a being in- ü 
he, wardly led by the Spirit, to be now a thing expect d * 


or diſpenſed to the Saints, can without cor tradict- 8 
ing their one Prineiple deny; far leſs ſuch, with x 
whom I have to do in this Matter, who claimig n 
* a 

t 


ks 2 Previledge to Particulars, ſaying, That they 

eing moved to do ſuch and ſuch things, though con- C 
rar) to the Mind and Senſesof their Brethern, are 1 
0 A 1 t tobe judged for it; adding, It by may it not be 


9, that God hath moved theni lo it? Now, if this 
de a ſufficient Reaſon for them, to ſuppoſe as to 
verne or two, I may without Abſurdity ſuppoſe it 
ads well to the whole Body. And therefore as to 
he Firſt, to wit, 5 
Te Nature of the Things themſelves, It it 

³ſſuch a thing, the doing or not doing whereat, 


4 J 
5 
| 4.4 
* 


EY” that 1s either any Act, or the Forbearance of any, 
eiu the may bring a real Reproach or Ground of Accu- 
|. — ſation againſt the Truth profeſſed and owned, 
And in and through which there may a vifible 
Schiſm and Diſſenſion ariſe in the Church, by 
which Truth's Enemies may be gratified, and it 
ſelf brought into Diſ-eſteem : then it as fit for 
ſuch, whoſe Care is to keep all right, to take In- 
ſpection in the Matter, to Meet together in the 
Fear of God, to wait for his Counſel, and to 
ſpeak forth his Mind, according as he ſhall mani- 
feſt hrmſelf in and among them. And this was 
the Practice of the primitive Church in the Mat- 
ter of Circumciſion: For here lay the Debate : 
Some thought it not needful to circumcife the 
Gontiles ; others thought it a thing not to be 
diſpenſed with: And no doubt, of theſe ey 
| m 
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muſt remember, they were not the Rebellious 

Jetus, but ſuch as had already believ'd in Chriſt}. 

there were, that did it out of Conſcience, as Judg + 

ing Circumciſion to be ſtill obligatory. For they 

ſaid thus 3 Except ye be circumciſed after the manner 

of Moſes, ye caunot be ſaved Now what courſe 

took the Church of Antioch in theſe Caſes ? As 

xv. 2. They determined, that Paul and Barnabas, The Chuecls 

and certain ober f them ſhould go unto Jeruſalem, 1cnds a Cale 

unto the Apoſtles'and Elders about this Queſtion. Wet > 

muſt not ſuppoſe, they wanted the Spirit of God vice trom 

at Antioch, to have decided the Matter, neither 2 

that theſe Apoſt les neglected or went from their 

inward Guide un undertaking this Journey z. yet 

we ſee, they judged it meet in this Matter to have 

the Advice and Concurrence of the Apoſtles and 

Elders, that were at Zeru/alem, that they might be 

all of one Mind in*the Matter, For there is no 

greater Property of the Church of Chriſt, than 

pure Unity in the Spirit, that is, a Conſenting and 

Oneneſs in Judgment and Practices in Matters of 

Faith and Worſhip, (which yet admits of different 

Meaſures, Growths and Motions, but never con- 

trary and contradictory ones; and in theſe Diver- 

ſities of Operations, yet ſtill by the ſame. Spirit, 

the true Liberty is exerciſed, as ſhall be declared 

hereafter : ) Therefore prayeth Chriſt, That they 

all may be One, as he and the Father is One. To 

which Purpoſe allo let theſe following Scriptures 

be examined | 
Rom, xii. 16. Beof ihe ſame Mind one towards 

another. 13 r 
1 Cor. i. 10. Now I beſeech you, Bretbren, by 

the Name of our Lord 7eſus Chriſt, that ye all [peak 

the ſame Thing, and that there be no Diviſions among 

you but that ye be perfetily joined together in the ſame 

Mind, and in the ſame Fudgment. $6, 


E Epheſ, 


& 
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Epheſ. v. 21. Submitting your ſelves one to ano- 
ther in the Fear of God. 

Phil. ii. 2. Fulfil ye my Joy, that ye be like- 
minded, having the ſame Love, being of one accord, 
of one Mind. 

And yet more remarkable is that of the Apoſtle 
Paul to the Phillippians, chap. iii. verſe 15. Let vs 
therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded; and 
if in any Thing ye be otherways minded, God fall re- 
veal even this unto you. 

Verſe 16. Nevertheleſs, whereto we have alrcady 
attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind 
the ſame Thing. 

Verſe 17. Brethren, be Followers together of me, 
and mark them which walk ſo, as ye have us for an 
Example. 

Pretenders So here, though the Apoſtle grants Forbearance 
— in Things, wherein they have not yet attained; 
— aol et he concludes, they muſt walk ſo, as they have 
erot God. him for an Example, and ſo conſequently not con- 
trary, or otherwiſe, And therefore, we conclude, 

that whereas any in the Church of God pretending 
Conſcience or Revelation, ſhall ariſe to teach and 

ractiſe (however inſignificant. or ſmall in them- 

ſelves) whether Principles or Practices, yet if they 

be contrary to ſuch, as are already received as true, 

and confirmed by God's Spirit in the Hearts of the 

Saints, and that the introducing of theſe Things 

tend to bring Reproach upon the Truth, as ſuch, 

as are not edifying in themſelves, and ſo ſtumble 

the Weak ; thoſe who have a true and right Diſ- 
cerning, may in and by the Power of God autho- 

rizing them (and no otherways) Condemn and Judge 

ſuch Things: And they fo doing it, it will be O- 
bligatory upon all the Members, that have a true 

Senſe, becauſe they will feel it to be ſo, and there- 

fore ſubmit to it. And thus far as to the Nature ot 


2 themſelves, 


Secondly 


granted (as it cannot be denied) that there may 
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Secondly, As to the Spirit and Ground they pro- Con 2. 
ceed from. Whatſoever Innovation, Difference 
or divers Appearance, whether in Doctrine or 


withſtood 


_ exalted z or from that, which is the Malignity of and denied; 


ſome Humours and Natural Tempers, which will 
be contradicting without Cauſe, and ſecretly be- 
getting of Diviſions, Animoſities and Emulations, 
by which the Unity and unfeigned Love of the 
Brethren is leſſened or rent ; I ſay, all Things pro- 


ceeding from this Root and Spirit, however little 


they may be ſuppoſed to be of themſelves, are to be - 
guarded againſt, withſtood and demied, as hurtful 
to the true Church's Peace, and a Hiuderance to 
the Proſperity of Truth. 

If it be ſald, How know ye that theſe Things pro- Quelt. 
reed from that Ground! 

For Anſwer, I make not here any Application inf. 
as to particular Perſons or Things ; bur if it be 


ariſe Perſons in the true Church, that may do ſuch 

Things from ſuch a Spirit, though pretending 
Conſcience and Tenderneſs; then it mult allo be ac- Thespirit at 
knowledged, that ſuch, ro whom God hath given diſceraingia 
a true Diſcerning by his Spirit, may and ought to r= 
judge ſuch Practices, and the Spirit they come 3 
from, and have no Unity with them. Which if“ 

it be owned in the General, proves the Caſe, 7o 

wit, That ſome pretending Conſcience in Things 
ſeeming indifferent, but yer it proceeding in them 

from a Spirit of Singularity, Emulation or Strife, 

thoſe that have received a Diſcerning thereof from 

the Lord, may and ought to judge the Tranſgreſ- 

ſors, without being a” Impoſers, Oppreſſors 

2 
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of Conſcience, or Tnformers of Uniformity, contrary 
to the Mind of Chriſt : againſt which the A poſt le 
alſo guardeth the Churches of Old. 

Phil. ii. 3, 4. Let nothing be done throvgh Strife 
or Vain- Glory; but in Lowlineſs of Mind let each 


efteem other BETTER THAN THE A. 


SELVES. 

Look not every Man on his own Things; but every 
Man alſo on the Things of others. 

Nov, if it be an Evil to do any Thing out of 
Strife ; then ſuch Things that are ſcen fo to be 
done, are they not to be avoided and forſaken ? 
So that we are confident, our Judgment herein 
cannot be denied, or reputed Errontous; except 
will ariſe, it be ſaid, That none will or can ariſe in the Church 
— 2 of Chriſt, pretending ſuch Things from ſuch a Spirit: 
gains Which I know not any that will, it being contra- 
ry to the expreſs Propheſies of the Scripture, and 
the Experience of the Church in all Ages, as may 
; appear from Nat. xxiv. 24. As xv. 54. 1 Tim, 
. 5. 2 Tim iii. 8. Mark xiii. 21, 22. 2 Pet. ii. 19. 
pr ve and Or on the other Hand, that thoſe that abide Faith- 
warm. ful, and have a Diſcerning of thoſe Evils, ought 
to be ſilent, and never ought to reprove and gain- 
ſtand them, nor yet warn and guard others againſt 
them; and that it is a Part of the commendable 
Unity of the Church of Chriſt, to ſuffer all ſuch 
Things without taking Notice of them. I know 
none will ſay ſo; but if there be any ſo fooliſh, as 
to affirm it, let them conſider theſe Scriptures, 
Cal. ii. 4. 1 Tin. i. 20. 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. Tit. 

i. 9, 10, 11. 
Now if none of theſe hold true; but on the 
contrary, ſuch Evils have been, and may be found, 


to creep in among the People of God, and that 


ſuch as ſee them, may and ought to reprove them, 


then neceſſarily the doing ſo, is neither Impoſition, 
Force nor Oppreſſion. 


As 
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As to the Third, concerning the Conſequence Coal. 3, 
and Tendency of them, it is moſtly included in 
the two former : for whatſoever tendeth not to 
Edificat on; but on the contrary to Deſtruction, -Sovers of 
and to beget Diſcord among Brethern, is to be — 
avoided : According to that of the A poſt le, thrento bs 
Rom. xvi. T7. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, mark you 
them, which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, con- 
| trary to the Doctrine which ye bave learned, and 
avoid them. | 
And ſince there is no greater Mark of the Peo- 
ple of God, then to be at Peace among them- ——_— 
jelves 3 whatſoever tendeth to break that Bond of ur ſelves. 
Love and Peace, muſt be teſtified againſt. Let 
it be obſerved, I ſpeak always of che Church of 
Chriſt indeed, and deal with ſuch, as are of an- 
other Mind : not as reckoning only falſe Churches 
not to have this Power, but denying it even to 
the true Church of Chriſt, as judging it not fit 
for her ſo to Act, as in Relation to her Members. 
For though Chriſt be the Prince of Peace, and 
doth moſt of all commend Love and Unity to his 
Diſciples ; yet I allo know, he came not to ſend 
Peace, but a Sword, that is, in dividing Man 
from the Luſts and Sins he hath been united to. 
And alſo it is the Work of his Difciples and 
Meſſengers to break the Bands and Unity of the ro the 
Wicked, wherein they are banded againſt God —.— 
and his Truth, and the Confederacy of ſuch as 2 
ſtand in Unrighteouſneſs, by inviting and bring- 
ing as _ as will obey, unto Righteouſneſs z 
whereby they become diſ- united and ſeparated 
from their Companions, with whom they were 
centered, and at Peace in the contrary and cur- yu ae 
ied Nature. And indeed, bleſſed are they, that 
are ſent forth of the Lord to ſcatter here that 
they may gather into the Unity of the Life:? And 
they are bleſſed, that in this Reſpect, even for 
Righteonſneſs ſake are ſcattered and * 
2 | rom 
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from their Brethren ; that they may come to 

know the Brotherhood and Fellowſhip which is in 

the Light; from which none ought to fcatter, nor 

to be ſcattered, but be more and more gathered 

thereunto. And this leads me to what J propo- 

ſed in the Third Place under this Head of the Me 

Churches Power in Matters Spiritual, or Purely Con- 
ſcientious ; which may be thus objected : 

If thou plead ſo much for an Oneneſs in the 

Queſt 3. ſmalleſt Matters, wherein confiſteth the Freedom 

and Liberty of the Conſcience, which may be exer- 

ciſed by the Members of the true Church diverſly, 

without judging one another ? 

In Anſwer to this Propoſition, I affirm, firſt 
in general ; That whatſoever Things may be ſup- 
poſed to proceed from the ſame Spirit, though 
divers in its Appearance, tending to the ſame 
End of Edification, and which in the Tendency 
of it layeth not a real Ground for Diviſion or 
Diſſention of Spirit, Fellow-Members ouglit not 
only to bear one another, but ſtrengthen one an- 
other in them. 

Nov the Reſpects wherein this may be, I can 
deſcribe no better than the Apoſtle Paul doth 
principally in two Places, which therefore will 
be fit to conſider at Length for the Opening of 
this Matter; this being one of the weightieſt 
Points pertaining to this Subject. Becauſe as on 
the one Hand due Forbearance ought to be exer- 
ciſed in its Right Place; ſo on the other, the 
many Devices and falſe Pretences of the Enemy 
cdreeping in here, ' ought to be guarded againſt. 
Place 1. . The firſt is, 1 Cor, xii, from Verſe 4. to 31. 
Mrs thun: . | 
Gifts, _ Verl. 4. Now there are Diverſities of Gifts, but 
aun Obers. tbe ſame Spirit. n 
— — Verſ. 5. And there are Differences of Admint- 
—— ftrations, but the ſame Lord. l 


Verl. 


— Au 
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Verſe 6. And there are Diverſities of Operations, 
but it is the ſame God that worketh all in all. 

Verſe 7: But the Manifeſtation of the Spirit is 
given to every Man to profit withal. 

Verſe 8. For to one is given by the Spirit the Word 
of Wiſdom, to another the Word of Knowledge by the 


ſame Spirit ; 


Verſe 9. To another Faith by the ſame Spirit, to 


another the Gifts of Healing by the ſame Spirit, 


Verſe. 10. To another the Working of Miracles, 
io another Prophecy, to another Diſcerning of Spirits, 
to another divers kinds of Tongues, to another the Inter- 
pretation of Tongues. 
Verſe 11. But all theſe worketh that one and the 
e Spirit, dividing to every Man ſeverally, as 
be will. 
| Verſe 12. For as the Body is One, and hath many nb 
Members, and all the Members of that One Body be- one Body _ 
ing many, are One Body, ſo alſo is Chriſt. — 
Verſe 13. Tor by one Spirit are we all baptized the ſame, 
into One body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whe- 
ther we be bond or free; and have been all made ib 
drink into One Spirit. 
Verſe 14. For the Body is not One Member, but 
many. 


Verſe 15. If the Foot ſhall ſay, becauſe I am not 


the Hand, I am not of the Body; is it therefore not of 


the Body ? | 
Verſe 16. And if the Ear ſhall ſay, becauſe I am 
not the Eye, I am not of the Body; is it not therefore 
of the Body? 
Verſe 17. If the whole Body were an Eye, where 
were the Hearing ? If the whole were Hearing, where 


were the Smelling? 
Verſe 18. But now hath God ſet the Members 


every one of them in the Body, as it hath pleaſed 
b; 


im. | 
Verſe 19. And if they were all one Member, where 
werethe Body ? 


E 4 Verſe 
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Verſe 20. But now are they many Members, yet 
but one Body? 

Verſe 21. And the Eye cannot ſay unto the Hand, 
T have no Need of thee ; nor again, the Head to the 
Feet, I have no Need of you : 


Verſe 22. Nay, much more thoſe Members of tbr 


Body, which ſeem to be more feeble, are neceſſary : 
Verſe 23. And thoſe Members of the Body, which 
we think to be leſs honourable, upon theſe we beſtow more 


abundant Honour, and our uncomely Paris have more 


abundant Comlineſ;. 

Verſe 24. For our comely Paris have no need, 
but God hath tempered the Body together, having 
given more abundant Honour to that Part which Jack- 
ed: | : 

Verſe 25. That there ſhould be no Schiſm in the 
Body; but that the Members ſhould have the ſame Care 
one of another. 

Verſe 26. And whether one Member ſuffer, all 
the Members ſuffer with it; or one Member be bo- 
noured, all the Members rejoice with it, 

Verſe 27. Now ye are the Eody of Chriſt, and 
Members in particular : 

Verſe 28. And God bath ſet ſome in the Church, 
firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, 
after that Miracles, then Gifts of Healing, Helps, 
Government, Diver/ities of Tongues. 

| Verſe 29. Are all Apoſtles? Are all Prophets? 
Are all Teachers? Are all Workers of Miracles? 

Verſe 30. Have all the Gifts of Healing? Do all 
{peak with Tongues ? Do all interpret ? | 

Which I would not have ſet down at large, 
but that there be ſome ſo careleſs (eſpecially in 
Matters they like not) that they will ſcarce be at 
the Pains ſeriouſly to read over a Citation only 
named ; and that alſo this being preſented be- 
fore the Reader in the Current of the Diſcourſe, 
will fix the Nature of my Application the more 


in his Underſtanding. For the Apoſtle ſhews 


here 
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ſame Lord, the ſame Cod: The Apoſtle names no- 


Contrary to the Uncomely, or the left Hand con- 


are uo different Gifts but not contrary. Second- 


ſome may want this Gift of Viſdom and 


63 
here the Variety of the Operations of the divers The cem g 
Members of the Body of Chriſt, working to one fa _ 
and the ſame End; as the divers Members of a 
Man's Body towards the maintaining and uphold- 
ing of the whole. 

Now theſe are not placed in contrary Work- 
ings, for ſo they would deſtroy one another; and 
ſo the Apoſtle in the ordering of them in three 
ſeveral Kinds proves this, Firſt, Diverſities f 
Gifts. Secondly, Differences of Adminiſtrations. 
Thirdly, Diver/ities of Operations : And that 
which is the Bond that keeps the Oneneſs, here 
he alſo mentions, to wit, The ſame. Spirit, the 


thing of Contrariety or Oppoſition. But leaſt a- 
ny ſhould be ſo Critical,. as to bring in here the 
School-Diſtinction of Contrarium Oppoſitum and 
Contradifiorium ; I ſhall not deny, but Contrari- 
ety or Oppoſition in the Senſe it is ſometimes ta- 
ken, may be found in the Body without Schiſm : 
As the comely Parts may be ſaid to be Oppoſite or 


trary to the 7ight, or the Foot oppoſite to the 
Head, as the uppermoſt Part to the undermoſt ; or 
the Doing a thing is contrary to the Forbearing No Conera- 
of it; but as for that which is acknowledged to 304% _— 
be Propoſitions or Termin Contradictorii, that is Chriſt, 
Contradictory Propoſitions, which are in themſelves 
irreconcilable, whereof one muſt be ſtill wrong, 
and that ſtill deſtroy one another, and Work con- 
trary Effects, they are not at all admitted, nor 
ſuppoſed to be in the Body of Chriſt ; as I ſhall 
give in one Inſtance, Verſ. 8. To one is given by ſtances. 
the Spirit the Word of Wiſdom, to another th 
Word of Knowledge by the ſame Spirit: Firſt, here 


1 
ly There may ſomething like Contrariety in te 
Senſe afore- mentioned, be here ſuppoſed; as, 
Knows- 


ledge, 
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ledge, and ſo to have is contrary to want (though as 

to theſe two, none may be abſolutely ſaid to want 

them; yet all have them not in the ſame Degree, 

as a ſpecial Gift ; though as to ſome Gifts there 

may be an abſolute Want, as that of Miracles and 

Interpretation of Tongues.) But ſhould I ſuppoſe 

ſuch a Contrariety, or more properly a Contradic- 

tion, as to Wiſdom to oppoſe Folly, and to Knows- 

ledge Utter Ignorance ; this were an Oppoſition not 

to be admitred of in the Body, becaule it were falſe 

ro ſuppoſe, that to proceed from the ſame Spirit. 

And ſuch Contrarieties or Diverſities, as cannot juſt- 

ly be ſuppoſed to proceed from the ſame Spirit of 

God, which is the Bond that links together, can- 

not be mutually entertained in the Body, So the 

Differences and Diverſities, which the Apoſtle ad- 

worte mits of, while he ſpeaks largely in this Matter, 

and Opera- are, That none ought to be offended at his Brother, 

x the that he hath not the ſame Work and Office in the Body, 

| that he hath ; but that every one keep in his own Place, 

as God hath appointed them; that neither them that 

are ſet in-a higher Place, deſpiſe them that are ſet in a 

lower ; nor them that are jet in a lower, grudge and 

repine at ſuch as are ſet higher : But all work in their 

proper Place towards the Edification of the Whole. 

And that the Apoſtle intends this, 1s manifeſt, 

where he draws to a Concluſion, Verſe 27. Now 

ye are the Body of Chriſt, and Members in particular, 

and God hath ſet ſome in the Church, firſk, Apoſtles, 

Secondly Prophets, &c. and then he ſubſumes, Are 
all Apoſtles, &c. 5 

Which the ſame Paul again confirms, Epbeſ. iv. 

8, 11, to the 17th, which was the ſecond Place 

T intended ; and ſhall only mention for Brevity's 

Sake, leaving the Reader to conſider of it at his 

Dire. 
This is alſo held forth by the Beloved Diſciple 
Jobn in his Threefold Diſtinction, 1 7ob. ii. 12, 1 FF 


Place 2. 
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Of Fathers, Young Men, and little Children: And 
by Peter, 1 Pet. v. 1, 3. in that of Elders and 
Younger. The true Liberty then in the Church of rhe true 
Chriſt is exercited, whenas one judgeth not an- Liberty in,” 
other in theſe different Places; bur live in Love . 
rogether, all minding the Unity and general Good 
of che Body, and to work their own Work in their 
own Place. Alſo the Forbearance of the Saints is 
exerciſed, whenas they judge not one another for 
being found in the different Appearance either of 
Doing or Forbearing ; which may be peculiar to 
their ſeveral Places and Stations in the Body: 
For that there is, and may be Diverſities of Works Diverſities 
there, is excellently well expreſſed by the Apoſtle, of Wow, i 
VIZ. the Apoſtle, 

Rom. xii. 3. For 1 ſay through the Grace given 
unto me, to every Man that is among you, not to think 
of himſelf more highly, than he ought to think ; but to 
think ſoberly, according as God hath deall to every 
Man the Meaſure of Faith. 
Verſe 4. For as we have many Members in one 

Body, and all Members have not abe ſame Office ; 

Verſe 5. So we being many, are one Body in Chriſt, 

and every one Members one of another. 

Verſe 6. Having then Gifts differing, according 
to the Grace that is given to us, whether Prophecy, 
let us Propheſy according to the Proportion of 
Faith: 

Verſe 7. Or Miniſtry, let us wait on our Mini- 
ſtring; or he that teacheth, on Teaching: 

Verſe 8. Or he that Exhorteth, on Exhortation : 
Ne that giveth, let him do it with Simplicity; be that 
Ruleth, with Diligence; he that ſheweth Mercy, 
with Cheerfulneſs. 5870 | 

It any then ſhould quarrel with his Brother, 
for exerciſing that which belongeth to the Office 
of the Body, Chriſt hath called him to, and 
would force him to exerciſe the ſame Office he 
doth, though he be not called to it; here is a 
| | | Breach 


66 


The Breach 
of 4. 

ts Jars 
al 


Act of For- 

dear ar ce in 
the primi- 
tive Church 
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Breach of Cariſtian Liberty, and an Impoſing 
upon it. Now all Schi!ms and Jars fall out in this 
twofold Reſpect: Either when any Perſon or Per- 
ſons aſſume another or an ligher Place in the 
Body, than God will have them co be in, and fo 
exerciſe an Office ; or go about to perform that 
which they ought not to do; or whenas an 

truly exerciſing in their Place, which God hath 
given them, others riſe up and judge them, and 
would draw them from it : both of which Caſes 
have been, and may be ſuppolec to fall out in 
the Church of Chriſt. As 1 Cor iv. 2, 4. where 
ſome judged Paul wrongoully : 3 ahn ix. where 
one exalting himſelf above |. Place, judged, 
whom he ought not. We tee then, what Diver- 
fities be moſt uſually in the Church of God, con- 
ſiſting in the Difference of the Gift proceeding 
from the ſame Spirit; and in the divers Places, 
that the ſeveral Members have in the ſame Body 
for the Edification of it; and every one being 
here in his one Station, is ſtanding therein, is 
his Strength and Perfection; and to be in another 
though higher and more eminent, would but 


weaken and hurt him : And ſo in this there ought 


to be a mutual Forbearance, that there may nei- 
ther be a Coveting nor Aſpiring on the one Hand, 
nor yet a Deſpiſing or Condemning on the other. 
Bur beſides the Forbearance of this Nature, which 


is moſt ordinary and univerſal (and for the Exer- 


ciſe whereof there is and will ſtill be a Need, fo 
long as there is any Gathering or Church of 
Chriſt upon the Earth) there is a certain Liber- 
ty and Forbearance alſo, that is more particular, 
and has a Relation to the Circumſtance of Times 
and Places, which will not hold univerſally : 


whereof we have the Example of the primitive 

Church, teſtified by the Scriptures in two or 

three Particulars. The firſt was, In /i ering Cir- 
n 


cumciſion to the Jews for a Time, and not only ſo, 


but 
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but alſo divers others of the Legal and Ceremo- 
nial Furifications and Cuſtoms, as may appear 
Afts xxi. Verſ. 21, 22, 23, 24, Ge. The fe- 
cond was In the Obſervation of certain Days, Rom. 
xiv. 5. And the third, In the abſtaining from Meats, 

1 Cor. viii throughout: Here the Apoſtle per- 
ſwades to and recommends a Forbearance, becauſe 
of the Weakneſs of ſome; for he ſays not any where, 
nor can it be found in all the Scriptures of the 
Goſpel, that theſe Things ſuch weak Ones were 
exerciſed in, were Things indiſpenſably neceſſa- 
ry, or that it had been better for them, they had 
not been under ſuch Scruples, providing it had 
been from a Principle of true Clearneſs, and ſo of 
Faith, 

Next again, Theſe Acts of Forbearance were | 
done in a Condeſcenſion to the Weakneſs of ſuch, 2 | 
upon whom the Antient (and truly deſerved in Condeſcenfi- 
its Seaſon) Veneration of the Law had ſuch a 1% . 
deep Impreſſion, that they could not yet diſpenſe 

with all its Ceremonies and Cuſtoms : And to 

ſuch the Apoſtle holds forth a twofold Forbear- 

ance, 

Firſt, A certain Compliance by ſuch Believers, _ 
as were gathered out from the Jews : though they 70 5. 
ſaw over theſe Things, yet it was fit they ſhould 
condeſcend ſomewhat to their Countrymen and 
Brethren, who were weak, 

Secondly, The like Forbearance in the Gentiles, 2. 
not to judge them in theſe Things : But we fee, To Geatites. 
that it was not allowed for ſuch weak Ones to 
propagate theſe Scruples, or draw others into 
them; and that whenas any of the Churches of 
the Gentiles, who wanted this Occaſion, would 
have been exerciſing this Liberty, or pleading 
for it, the Apoſtle doth down rightly condemn it, 
as I ſhall make appear in all the three Inſtances a- 

__ 1 AA Ms FL 
irſt, In that of Circumciſion, Gal. v. 2, 4: Inft. 1. 
| Bebold d 
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Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be Cir- 
cumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing ; Chriſt i; 
become of none Effect unto you: Whoſcever of 
you are juſtified by the Law, ye are fallen from 
Grace. | 
Can there be any Thing more poſitive ? Might 
not ſome here have pretended Tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience, and have ſaid, Though the Decree of the 
Apoſtles do diſpenſe with Circumcifion in me; yet 
if I find a Scruple in my ſelf, and a Deſire ts it 
out of Tenderneſs, why ſhould it be an Evil in me 
fo doit, more than in the Jews that believe? We 
ſee, there is no Room left here for ſuch Reaſon- 
Ing, 
Inſt. 2. Secondly, As to Obſervations, Gal. iv. 9, 10, 11. 
— Might not they have anſwered, I hat if we regard 
2 Day to the Lord, muſt we not iben? Are not theſe 
thy own Words? We ſee, that did not hold here, 
becauſe in them it was a Returning to the Beggarly 
Elements. 
TO Thiraly, As to Meats, 1 Tim. iv. 3. Here we 
of Mens. fee, that is accounted a Doctrine of Devils; which 
in another Reſpect was Chriſtian Forbearance. And 
therefore now, and that in the general Reſpect, 
he gives this Reaſon, Verſe 4. For every Creature 
| of God is good, and nothing to be refuſed, if it be re- 
| ceived with Thankſgiving of them that believe, and 
| know the Truth. So we ee, that in theſe particular 
| Things there is great Need of Warineſs in the 
| Church of Chriſt ; for that ſometimes Forbearance 
| under a Pretence of Liberty may be more hurtful, 
| than down-right 7udging. I ſuppoſe, it any ſhould 
= ariſe, and pretend Conſcience, and claim a Liber- 
| ty for Circumciſion and the Purification of the Law, 
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| whether all Chriſtians would not with one Voice 
| cCondemn it? And ſo as to Days and Meats, how 
| do the Generality of Proteſtants judge it? Though 
I deny not, but there may and ought to be a _ 
tua 
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tual Forbearance in the Church of Chriſt in certain 
ſuch Caſes, which muy fall in; and a Liberty 
there is in the Lord, which breaks not the Peace 
of the true Church: But in ſuch Matters (as I ob- 
ſerved at large before) both the Nature of the 
Things, the Spirit they come from, and the Oc- 
caſion from whence, and their Conſequence and 
Tendency is to be carefully obſerved. 


SECTION VIL 


Concerning the Power of DEC1$10 Ne 


1EEING then, it may fall out in he Church of 
Chriſt, that both ſome may aſſume {another 
Place in the Body than they ought, and others 
may lay claim to a Liberty, and pretend Conſci- 
ence in Things they oughtnot, and that without 
Queſtion the Wrong 1s not to be tolerated, but to 
be teſtified againſt, however ſpecious its Appear- 
ance may be; and that 1t muſt and ought to be 
judged : The Queſtion will ariſe. - Vo is the pro- 
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Head III. 


per Judge or Judges, in whom reſideth the Power of Propojution 


deciding this Controverſy ? And this is that, which [ 


- undertook in the next Place to treat of, as being 


the Specifick Difference, and diſtinguiſhing Pro- 
perty of the Church of Chriſt from all other Anti- 
chriſtian Aſſemblies and Churches of Man's build- 
ing and framing. 

To give a ſhort, and yet clear and plain An- 
ſwer to this Propoſition : The only proper Fudge 
of Controverſies in the Church, is the Spirit of 
God, and the Power of deciding ſolely lies in it; as 
having the only Unerring, Infallible, and Certain 


neceſſarily annexed to any Perſons, Perſon or Places 


whatſoever, by Virtue of any Office, Place or Sta- the Church. 


2. 


The Spirit 


God th 
Judgment belonging to it. Which Infallibility is not — — 


ot Contro- 
verſies in 


tion any one may have, or have had in the Body o 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt, That is to ſay, that any have Ground to 
reaſon thus, Becauſe I am or have been ſuch an 
eminent Member, therefore my Jude ment is infal= 
lible ; or, Becauſe we are the greateſt Number; 
or, that Ve live in ſuch a Noted or Famous Place, 
or the like : Though ſome of theſe Reaſons may 
and ought to have their true Weight in Caſe of 
Contradictory Aſſertions (as ſhall hereafter be obſer- 
ved) yet not fo, as * which either mainly or 
only the Infallible Judgment is to be placed; bur 
upon the Spirit, as that which is the firm and un- 
moveable Foundation 

And now if I ſhould go on no further, I have 
ſaid enough to vindicate us from TMPOSITION, 
and from the Tyranny, whether of Popery, Prelacy, 
or Presbytery, or any ſuch like we have or may 
be branded with ; as ſhall after appear. 

But to proceed : Herein lies the Difference be- 
twixt the Diſpenſation of the Law, and the Goſ- 
pel or New Covenant; for that of Old all An- 
ſwers were to be received from the Prieſts in the 
Tabernacle. For he, that appeared betwixt the 

Ex, 26.22. Cherubims there, ſpake forth his Mind to the 
Num.7.89 People; and there were alſo Families of the Pro- 
Hoſ.12.10 phets, to whom they reſorted for the Anſwer of 
Amo.7.14 the Lord (though ſometimes as a Signification of 
2 Ur. 185 the further Glory, that was to be revealed, it 
10. L. 45. Pleaſed God to reveal his Mind to ſome, even to 
Heb. 1.1, them, who were neither Prophets: nor Prophets 
2. Sons) but under the Goſpel, we are all to be 
taught of God, that is, none are excluded from 
his Priviledge by not being of the Tribe of Levi, 
or of the Children of the Prophets : Though this 
Priviledge is as truly exerciſed in ſome by al- 
ſenting and obeying, to what God Commands 
and Reveals through others (they feeling Unity 
with it in the Life)as by ſuch, who by the Re- 
velation and Command of God's Spirit hold forth 
his Will to his People in certain 3 
whic 


ect. VII. The C hurch*s Power of Deciſion: 


which the ſame Spirit leads and Commands them 
to obey. So that we ſay, and that with a very 
good Ground, that it is no way Inconſiſtent 
with this ſound and unerring Principle, to af- 
firm, That the Judgment of a certain Perſon or 


Perſons in certain Caſes is Infallible, or for 22.8 
p: oceeds 

g ; trom the 
ment, and pronounce it as Obligatory upon o- spiriciatals 


certain Perſon or Perſons to give a poſitive Jud g- 


Ju 


thers, becauſe the Foundations and Ground there-Hele. 


ot is not becauſe they are infallible, but becauſe 
in theſe Things, and at that Time they were led 
by the Infallible Spirit. And therefore it will 
not ſhelter any in this Reſpect to pretend, J am 


not bound to obey the Diftates of fallible Man; I. 


not this Popery, I not being perſwaded in my ſelf ? 


Becaule it is not to be diſobedient to thein, but 
to the Judgment of Truth through them at ſuch 
a Time; and one or more there not being perſwad- 
ed, may as probably proceed from their being 
hardned, and being out of their Place, and in 
an Incapacity to hear the Requirings, as that 
the Thing is not required of them; which none 
can deny, but it may as well be ſuppoſed, as the 
Contrary. But for the further clearing of this 
Matter, before I conclude; I ſhall not doubt both 
to affirm and prove theſe following Propoſitions. 


Firſt That there never will, nor can be want- gert. 4, 


ing in Cafe of Controvercy, the Spirit of God to 
give Judgment through ſome or other in the 
Church ot Chriſt, ſo long as any Aſſembly can 
properly, or in any tolerable Suppoſition be fo 


termed. 


Secondly, That God hath ordinarily, in the . 


communicating, of his Will under his Goſpel, im- 
ployed fuch whom he had made uſe of in ga- 
thering of his Church, and in feeding and watch- 
ing over them; though not excluding others. 
Thirdly, T hat their de Fafto, or effectually Meets 


ing together, and as poſitive Judgment in Art. $ 


fuch 


Aſlert. 2 
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ſuch Cafes, will not import Tyranny and Uſurpa- 
tion, or an Inconſiſtency with the Univerſal Pri- 
vilege, that all Chriſtians have, to be led by the 
Spirit; neither will the Pretences of any contra- 
dicting them, or refuſing ro ſubmit upon the Ac- 
count they ſee it not, or ſo, excuſe them from be- 
ing really guilty of diſobeying God. 

For the firſt, to thoſe that believe the Scrip- 
ture, there will need no other Probation, than that 
of Mat. xxviii. 20. And lo, I am with you alzway, 
even unto the End of the I orid. And Verſe 18. 
And the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 

Now if the Church of Chriſt were fo deſtitute 
of the Spirit of God, that in caſe of Difference 


f :aere were not any found, that by the Infallible 


Spirit could give a certain Judgment; Would not 
then the Gates of Hell prevail againſt it? For 
where is Strife and Diviſion, and no effectual way 
to put an End to it, there not only the Gates, but 
the Courts and inner Chambers of Darkneſs pre- 
vail; for where Envy and Strife is, there is Con- 
fuſion and every Evil Work. 

But that there may be here no Ground of Mi- 
ſtake, or Suppoſition, that we were annex ing In- 


fallibility to certain Perſons, or limiting the Church 


to ſuch ;- I underſtand not by the Church, every 
particular Gathering or Aſſembly, circumſcribed 
to any particular Country or City : For I will not 
refuſe, but divers of them, both apart and toge- 
ther, if not Eſtabliſhed in God's Power, may err. 
Nor yet do I lay the abſolute Streſsupon a general 
Aſſembly of Perſons, as ſuch, picked and choſen 
out of every one of thoſe particular Churches ; as 
if what the Generality or Plurality of choſe con- 
clude upon, were neffarily to be ſuppoſed to be 


the Infallibe Judgment of Truth: Tho' to ſuch an 


Aſſembly of Perſons truly ſtated (as they ought) 


in God's Power, he hath heretofore NP 
| 1 
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Will in ſuch Caſes; and yet may, as the moſt 
probable Way (which ſhall be ſpoken of hereafter ) 
Yet ſuch as a meer Aſſembly, is not conclu- 
ſive. Nor yet do I underſtand by the Church, e- 
very Gathering or Aſſembly of People, wao may 
hold ſound an4 true Principles, or have a Form of 
Truth ; for fome may lool the Lite and Power 
of Godlineſs, who notwithſtanding may ret. in the 
Form or Notions of Things, but yet are to be 
turned away from, becauſe in fo far (as I ohſerved 
before) as Sanclifi-ation, to wit, thoſe that are 
ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, make the Church and 
give the right Definition to it? Waere that is 
wholly wanting, the Church of Cariſt ceaſeth to 
be; and there remains nothing but a S udo 
without Sabſtance. Such Aſſemolies then are like 
the dead Body, when the Soul is departed which 
is no more fit to be converſed with; becauſe it 
corrupts, and proves noiſom to the Living. Bat 
by the Church of Chriſt, I underſtand all thoſe, 
that truly and really have received, and hold the 
Truth, as it is in J-ſus, and are in Meaſure ſancti- 


| fied, or ſanctify ing in and by the Power and Vir- 


tue thereof warking in their inward Parts: And 


this may be made up of divers diſtin Gatherings, church. 


or Churches, in ſeveral Countries or Nations: I 
ſay, ſo long as theſe or any of them do retain that 
which juſtly entitles them the Church or Churches 
of Chriſt, (which they may be truly call*d) though 
there may fall out ſome Differences, Diviſions or 
Schiſms among them: As we may ſee, there was 
no ſmall Diſſention in the Church of Antioch, and 
yet it ceaſed not to be a Church, As xv. 2. and 
1 Cor. i. 11. En, 

For it hath been declared unto me of you, my 
Brethren, that there are Contenti ns among you, 
and yet Verſe 2. he entitles them the Church of 
God, them that are ſanfified in Chriſt Feſus : So 
long, Ifay, as they truly retain this Title of the 

F 2 Church 
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Church of Chriſt as being really ſuch there will 


The certain never he wanting the certain Judgment of Truth. 
—_—_— or which, beſides the poſitive Promiſe of Chriſt 
ver wanting before-mentioned (which is not without Blaſphe- 
in the . 

Chorch of my to be called in Queſtion, or doubted of) I 
Chriſt, ſhalladd theſe Reaſons. That ſeeing the Church of 
Chriſt is his Body, of which he is the Head, it were 
to make Chriſt negligent of his Body, who ſtiles 
himſelf the good Shepherd, and hath ſaid, He 
will never leave nor forſake his own ; or elſe 
(which is worſe) it would infer a Poſſibility of Er- 
ror, or Miſtake in Chriſt, in whom, as the Head 
are the Eyes of the Body, by which it is to be 
\ Ruled in all things. Vext, We never find in all 
the Scripture ſince the Goſpel, that ever this was 
Wanting ; but that God {till gave Infallible Judg- 
ment by his Spirit in ſome of the Reſpects above- 
mentioned. ff the Tranſactions and Controver- 
ſi:s of the after Centuries be alledged, I will bold- 

ly affirm and prove, That there was never a True 
Judgment wanting, ſo long as the Nature and E/- 
ſence of the true Church was retained ; If any 
will needs affirm otherwiſe, let them ſhew me 
where, and I ſhall anſwer it. Though I deny not 
(that after the Myſtery of Iniquity did begin to 
work, or had ſo wrought firſt by intermixing, and 
afterward by altogether forſaking the Nature of 
Truth, retaining only the bare Name of the 
Church) hut that there might be ſome ſcattered 
Ones, here and there one in a Nation, and now 
and then one in an Age, who by the Power and 
Virtue of the Spirit of Life working in them, 
might be truly ſanctified; yet theſe were but as 
' Witneſſes in Witneſſes in Sackcloth, no ways ſufficient to give 
Sack-cioth- theſe Aſſemblies, in which they were engroſſed, 
the Appellation of the Church of Chriſt, coming 
no more under Obſervation by the Generality, 
nor havingas to them any more Influence, then 
ſome Tittle, or ſcarcely diſcernable Sparks of Fire 
in 
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in many great Heaps and Mountains of Aſhes, 

And thus much to prove, that where there is any 

Gathering or Aſſembly, which truly and proper- 

ly may be called the Church of Chriſt, the Infal- 

lible ꝓudęment will never be wanting in Matters of 

Controverſy. 1 
Secondly, That ordinarily God hath in the com- 

municating of his Will under his Goſpel, imployed ANG 

ſuch, whom he had made Uſe of in g:thering of his 

Church, and in feeding and watching over them, Ibo 

not excluding others. For as in a Natural Body (to 

which the Church of Chriſt is compared) the more 

ſubſtantial and powerful Members do work moſt 

effectually; and their Help is moſt neceſſary to ſup- 

ply any Defect or Trouble in the Body : So alſo, 

if there be Diverſities of Giſts in the Church (as is 

above proved) and ſome have a greater Meaſure, 

and ſome a leſſer ; thoſe that have the greater, are 

more capable to do Good and to help the Body in 

its Need, than others, that are weaker, and leſs 

powerful : Since there are Strong and Weak, Babes 

and Young: Men, who have overcome the Evil. One, 

and in whom the Word of God abideth ; ſuch are more 

able, when the Enemy beſets, to Reſiſt (having al- 

ready overcome) than others, who are but yet 

wreſtling, and not Conquerors Now, every Con- 1 

troverſy and Diſſention in the Church comes from H *« 

the Beſetments of the Enemy; yet if any of theſe of the &ne- i 

Strong or Young Men, or Powerful Members go 7 — 

from their Station, it is not denied, but that they "= 

are as weak as any; and it is preſuppoling their 

Faithfulneſs in their Place, that I thus affirm, 

and no otherwiſe. Nor yet do I limit the Lord 

to this Method; For in him are all the Treaſures 

both of our Wiſdom and Strength; and the weakeſt in 

his Hand are as ſtrong as the ſtrongeſt, who may 

now as well, as heretofore kill a Goliah by the 

Hand of little David: Yet we ſee, the Lord 
| E 3 doth 
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doth ordinarily make Uſe of the Strong to ſup- 
ort the Weak ; and indeed, when ſuch as may 
termed Weak, are ſo made Uſe of, it alters 
the Nature of their Place, and conftitutes them 
in a higher and more eminent Degree. For 
though it was little David, it was alſo he, that 
was to be Kingot Iſrael, Though the Apoſtles 
were mean Nen among the 7ews; yet they were 
ſuch, as were to be the Apoſtles of the Lord of 
Glory, Inſtruments to gather the loſt Sheep of 
the Houſe of /razl, and to Proclaim the accep- 
table Day of the Lord. And though Paul was 
once accounted the Leaf? of all the Saints, a Child 
born out of due Time; yet was he him, who was 
to be the greateſt Apoltle of the Gentiles. 

Now then let us conſider, whom the Lord 
makes uſe of in the affairs of the Primitive 
Church, and through whom he gave forth his In- 
fallible Judgment? Did he not begin firſt by Peter ? 
he was the firſt, that ſpake in the firſt Meeting 
they had, As i. and who firſt ſtood up after the 
pouring forth of the Spirit ; and who firſt ap- 

eared before the Council of the 7ews, and ſpake 
in Behalf of the Goſpel of Chriſt : Though I am 
far from calling him (as ſome do) the Prince of 


the Apoſtles ; yet I may ſafely fay, he was one of 


the moſt antient and eminent, and to whom Chriſt 
in a Manner ſomewhat more then ordinary had re- 
commended the Feeding of his Flo:k. We ſee 
alſo, he was firſt made Uſe of in Preaching to 
the Gentiles ; and what Weight his and James's 
Words had in the Conteſt about Circumciſion to- 


wards the bringing the Matter to a Concluſion, 


Ads xv. Yet that we may fee, Infallibility was 
not inſeparably annexed to him, he was found 
blamable in a certain Matter, Gal. ii. 11. not- 
. withſtanding his Sentence was poſitively received 
in many Particulars, 


So 


t 
t 
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So alſo the Apoſtle Paul argues from his Ga- 
thering of the Churches o! Corinth and Galatia, that 
they ought to be Followers of him, and poſirive- 
ly concludes in divers Things: And upon this Sup- 
poſition exhorts the Churches (both he and Peter) 
in many Paſſages hereto.ore .mentioned (which [ 


will not, to avoid Repetition, again rehearſe) 7 


obey the Elders that watch for them , to bold ſuch in 
Retutation, and to ſubmit themſelves to them that have 
addicted themſelves to the Miniſtry of the Saints, 1 
Cor. xvi. 15, 16. 

Alſo we ice, how the Lord makes Uſe of John 
his beloved Diſciple, to inform and reprove the 
Seven Churches of Aſia ; and no doubt, Fohn (the 
reſt by the uſual Computation being at that Time 
all remove ) vas then the moſt noted and famous 
Eldet alive. And indeed, I mind not, where un- 
der the Goſpei Chriſt hath uſed any other Method, 
but that he always in Revealing his Will, hath 
made Uſe of ſuch. as he himſelf had before appoin- 
red Elders and Officers in his Church. Though it 
be far from us to limit the Lord, ſo as to exclude 
any from this Priviledge 3 nor yet on the other 
Hand will the Poſſibility hereof be a ſufficient 
Warrant to allow every obſcure Member to ſtand 
up, and offer to Rule, Judge and Condemn the 
whole Body: Nor yet is it without Cauſe, that ſuch 
an One's Meflage is jealouſed, and called in Que- 
ſtion, unleſs it have very great Evidence, and be 
bottomed upon ſome very weighty and ſolid Cauſe 
and Foundation, And God doth ſo furniſh thoſe 
whom he railes up, in a ſingular Manner, of which 
(as JI ſaid) I mind no Inſtance in the New Teſta- 
ment: And in the Old we ſee, though it was ſtrange 
that little David ſhould oppoſe himſelf to the great 


Goliah, yet he had before that killed both the Lyon 


and the Bear, which was no leſs improbable ; and 
which of all is moſt obſervable, was before that 


Time 
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Time by the Appointment of God, and the Hand 
of the Prophet Anointed King of Jrael. Com- 
pare the xvith and xviith Chapters of the firſt of 
Samuel. | | 

Now as to the Third, That any particular Per. 


ſons de facto, or eſfectually giving out a poſitive Fudg- 


ment, is no Incroaching nor Impoſing upon their Bre- 
thren's Conſcience, is neceſſarily included in what is 
ſaid before; upon which for turther Probation 
there will only need this ſhort Reflection. That 
for any Member or Members in Obedience to the 
Lord to give forth a poſitive Judgment in the 
Church of Chriſt, is their proper Place and Office, 
they being called to it; and ſo for them to exer. 
ciſe that Place in the Body, which the Head moves 
them to, is not to uſurp Authority over their Fel- 
low Members: As on the other Hand to ſubmit 
and obey, (it being the Place of ſome ſo to do) is 
not a Renouncing a being led by the Spirit; ſeeing 
the Spirit leads them fo to do : And not to obey, 
in caſe the Judgment be according to Truth, and 
the Spirit lead to it, is, no doubt, both offenſive 
and ſinful. And that all this may be ſuppoſed in 
the Church of Chriſt without Abſurdity, and ſo e- 
ſtabliſh the above mentioned Propoſitions, will 
appear by a ſhort Review of the former Paſſa- 
es. 
If that Peter and James their giving a poſitive 
Judgment in the caſe of Difference in divers parti- 
culars, did not infer them to be Inpoſers, ſo nei- 
ther will any ſo doing now, being led to it by the 
ſame Authority: Every one may eaſily make the 
Application. And on the contrary, if for any to 
have ſtood up and reſiſted their Judgment, pre- 
tending an Unclearneſs, or ſo, and thereby held 


up the Difference after their Sentence, breakin 


"Mas 2 < TEM ; 

* 
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concluded with an I. ſeemeth good to the Holy Gbaſt, 


the Peace and Unity of the Church (Things being 


and 
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and to us) I ſay, if ſuch would have given juſt 
Cauſe of Offence, and have been cut off, as De- 


ſpiſers of Dignities of Old, wil] not the like Caſe 


now occurring hold the ſame Concluſion ? Now 
whether thoſe Propoſitions do not hold upon the 


Principles before laid down and proved, I leave to 


every Judicious and Impartial Reader to judge. 
Moreover we ſee, how poſitive the Apoſtle 
Paul is in many particulars throughout all his E- 
piſtles, inſomuch as he faith 2 T. ult. Verſe 14. 
If any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note 
that Man, and have no Company with him, that he 
may be aſhamed. And in many more Places before 
mentioned, where he commands them both to obey 
him and ſeveral others, who were appointed (no 
doubt by the Spirit of God) to be Rulers among 


79 


Submiſſion 


and Obedi- 


them; and yet who will ſay, that either the Apo- ence to the 


ſtle did more than he ought, in commanding ? Or 
they leſs, than they were oblidged to, in ſubmit- 


trary or more, than the Spirit of God in themſelves 
led them to, or allowed them in. And if the 
Church of God bear any Parity or Proportion now 
in theſe Days, with what it did of Old (as I know 
no Reaſon why it ſhould not) the ſame Things may 
now be ſuppoſed to take Effect, that did then; and 
alſo be lawtully done upon the like Occaſion pro- 
ceeding from the ſame Spirit, and eſtabliſhed upon 
the fame Baſis and Foundation. And thus much 
as to that Part, to ſhew, In whom the Power of De- 
ciſion is? Which being ſeriouſly and impartially 
conſidered, is ſufficient to clear us from the Ty- 
ranny either of Popery, or any other of that 
Nature, with thoſe that are not either wilfully 
Blind, or very ignorant of Popiſþ Principles, as 
the Judicious Reader may obſerve. Bur ſeeing, 


| To manifeſt what Difference, was one of thoſe 


Things 


of 
Trot, the 
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ting? And yet neither were to do any Thing con- 20 
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Things propoſed to be conſidered of, I ſhall now 
come to ſay ſomething ot it in us proper Place. 


—_ — — . 
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SECTION VIII. 


How this Government altogether differeth from 
the Oppreſſing and Perſecuting Principali. 
lity of the Church of Rome, and other Anti- 
chriſtian Aſſemblies. 
HATEVER Way we underſtand the Po- 


piſb Principles in this Matter, whether of 


thoſe that are moſt devated to the See of Rome, as 


the King of Spain's Dominions, and the Princes of 


Italy; the 7eſuits and Generality of all thoſe called 
Religious Orders, who hold that Papa in Cathedra 


non poteſt errare, licet abſque Concilio; that is, That 


the Pope in his Chair cannot err, though without a 


Council; Or of thoſe that are leſs devoted, who 


=_ this Infallibility in the Pope and Council law- 
ully convened, who yet by the moſt zealous are 
reckoned Petty Schiſmaticks; I ſay, whatever Way 


Privciples of we take them, all thoſe that do profeſs themſelves 


the R miſh 
Chucch. 


IV. 


of Votes, and agreed to by the Pope and his Legates. 


Members of the Romiſo Church, and are fo far 


ſuch, as to underſtand their own Principles, do 


unqueſtionably acknowledge, 

Firſt, That no General Council can be lawfully 
called, without the Biſhopof Rome, as Chriſt's Vicar 
and Peter's Succeſſor call it. 

Secondly, That either be himſelf, or ſome for him, 
as 4 Legates muſt be there preſent, and always pre- 
ceed. 

Thirdly, That the Members having Vote, are 
made up of Biſhops or Preſbyters, or Commiſſioners, 


from the ſeveral Orders, being of the Clergy. 


Fourthly, That what is concluded on by Plurality 
muſt 
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muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſe. d lo be the Judgment of the 
Infallible Spirit. 

Fif hly, That all the Members of the Church are 
bound implicitly to Recerve and Believe it becauſe it 
preceeds from @ Council to be accounted Lawful in the 
ReſpeRs above mentioned, without regard to the In- 
ti i ſick or Rea] Truths of the Things preſcribed, or 
bringing them in any Reſpect tothe Teſt or Examina- 
tion of the Spirit of God in themſelves, or the Scrip- 
tures Teſtimony, or th ir Agreement or Diſagree- 
ment with Truths formerly believed and received: for 


fo much as to prove or try them by Way of Doubt, they 


reckon a Breachof the firſt Command, as on the o- 
ther Hand a Matter of Merit, implicitly to receive 
and believe them, however inconſiſtent with the Teſti- 
mony of the Spirit in ones own Heart, Scripture, 
Truth and Reaſon. 

Stxthly, That no Man as a Member of the Church 
of Chriſt in that ſimple Capacity, unleſs a Clergyman, 


or the Ambaſſador of ſome King, &c. can be admitted 


10 Sit, Vote, or vive his Fudament. 

Seventhly, That it is in no Reſpect to be ſuppoſed, 
that an Members, eſpecially Laicks, whether in a 
particbar City, Country or Nation, may meet con- 
cerning any Things relating to the Faith and Worſhip 
of the Church, and give by the Spirit of God any 
Judęment; but that all ſuch Meetings are to be ac- 
eounted Schiſmatical and Unlawful. And 

Laſtly, That the Promiſe of Infallibility, and the 
Gates of Hell not prevailing, is neceſſarily annexed 
to the Pope and Council called and authorized in the 
Manner above expreſſed. 

Now if to deny every one of theſe Propoſitions, 
wherein all underſtanding Men know the Errors 
and Abuſes of the Roniſb Church conſiſt, be to be 


VII. 


Popiſb? Then indeed may we be ſuppoſed to be 


one with the Papiſis in this Matter, but no other- 
wiſe : So that the very mentioning of theſe Things 
is ſufficient to ſhew the Difference betwixt us and 

| | them, 
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them. But if any will needs plead our Agreement 
with them thus; 

Obiech⁰ Th? Papiſts affirm an Infallibility of Judgment 
in the Church of Chriſt, and fo do you; therefore you 
are one with Papiſts. 

Anfs, i. I Anſwer, that proves no more our Oneneſs in 
| this Matter, then if it ſhould be ſaid, The Papiſts 
plead that God ought to be l orſhipped, and ſo do yon; 
therefore ye agree: Notwithſtanding of the vaſt Dif- 
ferences as to that. which is known not only be- 
twixt us and them, but betwixt them and all Pro- 
teſtants, who agree more with them in the Matter 
of Worſhip, than we do. 
Arſe, 22 Next again. Infallibility in the Church (accord- 
ing as we hold it, and I have above defined it) no 
Man upon our Suppoſition (or Hypotbeſis) can deny 
Tre ve gif. For ſince we firſt aſſert, as a Principle, That 
by che in-⸗ no Gathering, no Church, nor Aſſembly of Peo- 
Hide: ple, however true their Principles or exact their 
Form be, are to be accounted the Church of Chriſt, 
except the infailible Spirit lead and guide; what can 
be the Hazzard to ſay, that in ſuch a Church there 
is ſtill an Infallible Judgment? Indeed, this is ſo 
far from Popery, that it reſolves in a Propoſition 
quite contradictory to them. The Romaniſts ſay, 
That the Infallible Spirit always accompanies the out- 
ward viſible Profeſſors, and is annexed to the Exter- 
nal Succeſſion of Biſhops and Paſtors, though ever ſo 
vitious as to their Lives: yea, though perfect * Athe- 
iſts and Infidels in their private Fudgments, yet if 
outwardly profeſſing the Catholick Faith, and Sub- 
jection to the Church, they muſt be Partakers of 
the Infallible Spirit. We ſay the quite contrary, 
That where there 1s either Vitiouſneſs of "ix 
ons, 


— 
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* For ſome Popes have been known to deny, or at leaſt to 
doubt the Truth of the Scriptures, as to the Hiſtory of Chriſt, 
and to call in queſton the Immortality of the Soul, and the 
Relurrettion, 
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ſons, or Unſoundneſs of Judgment in the Par- 
ticular Members, theſe cannot by virtue of any 
outward Call or Succeſſion they have or any 
Profeſſion they make, or Authority they may 
retend to, ſo much as claim an Intereſt in any 
Part of the Church of Chriſt, or the I/allible 
Spirit, 
So then, if we admit none to be Members of 
the Church, but ſuch as are led and guided rhe tofati- 
by the Spirit, it will be no Popery in the Second Þle Judg | 
Place to afirm, That where there is a Company it is? 
of People ſo gathered, who are not any longer 
to retain juſtly the Name of the Church of Chriſt, 
than they are led and guided by his Spirit, or a 
Church ſo qualitied and deſigned, there is ſtill an 
Infallible Fudgment. So that this Infalliblity is 
not annexed to the Perſons, to the Succeſſion, to 
the bare viſible Profeſſion (though true, which 
the Church of Rome is denied to be) or to an 
Society, becauſe of its Profeſſion ; but ſingly 
and alone tothe True, Real and Effectual Work 
of Sanfification and Regeneration, the New Crea- 
ture brought forth in the Heart: And this is the 
Spiritual Man, which the Apoſtle ſaith, 7udzeth 
all Things, 1 Cor. ii. 15, To affirm, there is an 
Infallibilty here, cannot well be condemned by 
any, or whoſo doth, muſt needs ſay, the Spirit 
of God is fallible : For we place the Infallibility 
in the Spirit and in the Power, not in the Perſons. 
And ſo theſe are the Degrees we afcend by; 
« Becaute ſuch and ſuch Men are led by the Spi- 
« rit of God, and are obedient to the Grace in 
« their Hearts, therefore are they Members and 
« Officers in the Church of Chriſt, And becauſe | 
« they are Members of the Church of Chriſt in «4 
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the Reſpect before declared, therefore there is 
« an Infallible Fudgment among them. We do 
not ſay, Becauſe tuch Men profeſs the Chriſtian 
Faith, and Fave received an outward n 
an 
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and ſo are by a Lawtul Succeſſion formally eſta- 
bliſhed Officers in the Church, when they Meet 
together (according to certain Rules above de- 
clared) there is an Infallibility annexed to their 
Conciu ſions, and they cannot but decile what is 
Right; or rather, what they decide muſt needs 
be ſuppoſed to be Right. Wno ſeeth not here a vaſt 
Diſ proportion? 

Now we dicfer herein fundamentally, that is, 
as to the very Baſis and Foundation upon which 
we build; and that not only from the Chirch 
of Rome, but alſo from the Generality of Prote- 

The Conſti- ſtarts in this Mitter. All Proteſtants do acknow- 

gamer of, ledge a General Council to be uſeful, yea, neceſ- 

ral Coun- ſary in the Caſ: of Diviſion or Debate; let us 

<lam®-3= conſider the Baſis upon which they proceed, and 
the Streſs they lay upon it. 

Firſt, All join ly, both the Prelatical and 

ae Pretbyterial will have this Sy nod or Council to 
conſiſt of a Convocation of the Clergy, choſen 
and ſent from the Particular Congregations, with 
ſome few Laick Elders, called together by the 
Civil Magiſtrate; in Caſe he be one in Judgment 
with them. | 

They decide by Plurality of Votes. And tho? 
they aſſume not an Abſolute Infallibility, in that 
they reckon ic poſſible for them to Err ; yet do 

they reckon their Deciſions Obligatory upon their 
ſuppoſed Conſonancy to the Scripture : And how- 
ever do Affirm, That the Civil Magiſtrate hath 
Power to conſtrain all to Submit and Obey ; or 
elſe to puniſh them either by Death, Baniſhment, 
Impriſonment, Confiſcation of Goods, or ſome 
other Corporeal Pain ; even though ſuch be per- 
ſwaded and offer to make appear, that the Be. 
ciſions they retuſe, are contrary to the Scrip- 

tures. 
2.-Pepit. And Laſtly: (Among the Papiſts) None, tho 
otherwiſe Confeſſed to be. a Member 8 
urc 
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Judgment. 


Sect. VIII. The Perſecuting Church of Rome. 


Church both Knowing and Sober, except Com- 
miſſionate in ſome of the Reſpects above de- 
elared, can be Admitted to Sit, Vote and give his 


Any that will be at the Pains to apply this to 
the Foundation I before laid of the Infallibility of 
Judgment, in that we may account only to be tru- i 
ly called the Church of Chriſt, will eafily ſee the 281 
great Difference betwixt us; which I ſhall ſum up thew boch. 
in theſe Particulars : 

Firſt, Do we Exclude any Member of the Church 1. 
of Chrict, that may be truly accounted ſo, to tell 
his Judgment ? | 

Secondly, Do we ſay, Man ought to be perſe- 2. 
cuted in his Outwards for his Diſ-aſſent in Spiritu- 
als? 

Thirdly, Do we plead, That Deciſion is to paſs 
Concluſive, becauſe of the Plurality of Votes? 

And much more, which the Reader may ob- 
ſerve, from | what is already mentioned : Which 
that it may be all more Obvious at One View, 
will appear ſomewhat clearly by this following 
Figure ; which will give the Reader an Oppor- 
tunity to Recollect, what lay heretofore more 
ſcattered. | 
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I. The RomanigtS II. TheGenerality of Pro- 
lay. TESTANTS ſay. 


1 That there is an In- I. That though all 
fallibility in the Church: Synods and Councils 1 
which Infallibility is, hen may Err; yet ſuch Aſ- & nb. 
the Pope calls a General ſemblies are needful for Chap. 
Council of Biſhops, &c. the Edification of. the 
that whatſoever they con- Church. That ſuch do 
clude and agree upon, conſiſt of a Convoca- 
muſt needs be the Infal- tion of the Clergy, with 
lible Judgment of the ſome few Laicks parti- 
Spirit of God, becauſe of cularly Choſen, = 

the a 


the Promiſe of Chriſt, 
That he would never 
ſuffer the Gates of Hell 
to prevail againſt His 
Church, 

2. And that the Pope 


and Council, made up of 


certain of the Clergy, hav- 
ing One Outward Suc- 
ceſſion, and being law- 
fully Ordained according 
to the Canons, are. that 
Church, to which that 
Promiſe is made, howe- 
ver wicked or depraved 
they be; yet this Infalli- 
ble Fudgment follows them 
as being neceſſarily an- 
nexed to their Office, in 
which the Authority ſtill 


ftands in its full Strength 


and Vigour. 


3. So that there lies an 
Obligation upon the whole 
Body of the Church to O- 
bey their Decrees: And 
fuch as do not, are not 
only certainly Damned 
for their Diſobedience, but 


that it is the Duty of the 


Civil Magiſtrate to pun- 
if ſuch by Death, Ba- 
niſhment or Impriſonment, 
&c. In caſe they re- 
fu 7. ; [ | 
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all others, except thoſe 
ſo Elected, have not a- 
ny Right to Vote or 
give Judgment. 

2. That ſuch an Aſ- 
ſembly ſo conſtitute, 
may Miniſterially deter- 
mine Controverſies of 
Faith, Caſes of Conlci— 
ence, Matters of Wor- 
ſhip, and authoritatively 
determine the ſame. 
The Deciſion is to be by 
Plurality of Votes, with- 
out any neceſſary Reſpect 
to the /nward Holineſs or 
Regeneration of the Per- 
ſons 3 it ſo be, they be 
outwardly called, ordain- 
ed and inveſted in ſuch a 
Place and Capacity, as 
gives them an. Authori- 
ty to be Members of 
ſuch an Aſſembly. 

3. What they thus de- 
cide (as they judge ac- 
cording to theScripture) 
ought to be received with 
Reverence, and fubmit- 
ted to: and thoſe that do 


not, tobe puniſh*d by the 


civilMagittrate by death 
Baniſhment or Impriſon- 


ment, tho? they declare 
and be ready to evidence 


that it is, becauſe they 
are not agreeable to the 
Scripture, they refuſe 
ſuch Decrees. | 
HI. -The 


Fi 
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1. That whereas none truly ought, nor can be thesmnaig: 
accounted the Church of Chriſt, but ſuch as are ed Members; 
in a Meaſure Sanctiſſed. or Sanctifying by the Grace x 
of God, and led by his Spirit; nor yet any made 
Officers in the Church, but by the Grace of God 
and Inward Revelation of his Spirit, (not by 
Outward Ordination or Succeſſion: ) from which 
none is to be excluded, if ſo called, whether Mar- 
ried, or a Tradeſman, or a Servatit 

2. If ſo be, in ſuch a Church there ſhould a- wal 
riſe any Difference, there will be an Infallible idle Jade: | 
 Fudement from the Spirit of God, which may meat.— 
bein a General Afembly ; yet not limited to 
it, as excluding others: And may prove the 

Judgment of the Pluraliiy; yet not to be decided 
chereby, as if the Infallibility were placed there 
excluding the fewer. In which Meeting or Aſ- 
ſembly upon ſuch an Account, there is no Limi- 
tation to be of Perſons particularly Choſen 3 but 
that all that in a True Senſe may be reckoned of 
the Church, as being Sober and Weighty, may 
be preſent and give their Judgment. 

3. And that the Infallible 7udgment of Tb 
(which cannot be wanting in ſuch a Church) gebe, 
whether it be given through one or more, ought uno, 
to be ſubmitted to, not becauſe ſuch Perſons give 
it, but becauſe the Spirit leads ſo to do; which 
every.one coming to in themſelves, will willingly 
and naturally aſſent to. And if any through 
Diſobedience or Unclearneſs, do not all that the 
Church ought to do, ſhe 1s to deny them her 
Spiritual Fellowſhip ; in Caſe the Nature of their 
Diſobedience be of that Conſequence, as may de- ( 
ſerve ſuch a Cenſure: But by no Means for Mat- 
ter of Conſcience to Moleſt, Trouble or Perſecute 
any in their Outwards. | 
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Who will be at the Pains, to compare theſe 
Three ſeriouſly together, Iam hopeful, will need 
no further Argument to prove the Difference. 
But if any will further Object, What, if it fall 
out de facto, that the Teachers, Elders, or Plura- 


lity do decide, (and from thence will ſay) This i: 


like the Church of Rome, andother falſe Churches ? 
It will be hard to prove that to be an Infallible 
Mark of a Wrong Judgment, as we have not 
ſaid it is of a Right. And indeed, to conclude 


it were ſo, would neceſſarily condemn the Church 
in the Apoſtles Days, where we ſee, the Teachers 


and Elders, and ſo far as we can obſerve, the 
greater Number did agree to the Deciſion, Acts 
1. 13. For if the Thing be Right, and accord- 
ing to Truth, it is ſo much the better, that the 
Elders and greater Number do agree to it; and 
it Wrong, their Affirming of it will not make it 
Right: And truly, a Gathering, where the El- 
ders and greater Number are always or moſt fre- 
5 Wrong, and the Younger and leſſer Num- 

r Right, is ſuch, as we cannot ſuppoſe the true 
Church of Chriſt to be. And if any will plead, 


that there is now no Infallible Judgment to be 


expected from the Spirit of God in the Church, 
it (no doubt) will leave the Diſſenters as much in 
the Miſt, and at as great a Loſs, as thoſe they 
diſſent from; both being no better than Blind 
Men, hitting at Random, which will turn Cbri. 
ſtianity into Scepticiſm. And though we may ac- 
knowledge, that this Uncertainty prevails in 


the Generality of thoſe called Churches; yet we 
do firmly believe (for the Reaſons above declared, 


and many more that might be given) That the 
True Church of Chriſt has a more ſolid, ſtable 


Foundation; and being never ſeparated from 
Chriſt, her Head, walks in a more certain, ſtea- 
dy and unerring Path, 8855 mY 
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HA HE Subſtance then of what is Aſſerted and 
| Proved in this Treatile, reſolves in theſe fol. R 


lowing Particulars. 


Firſt, That in the Church of Chriſt; when it 
conſiſts of a viſible People (for I ſpeak not here of 
the Church in the dark Night of Apoſtacy, that 
conſiſted not of any Society viſibly united) gather- 
ed into the Belief of certain Principles, and united 
in the Joint-Performance of the Worſhip of God, 
as Meeting together, Praying, Preaching, Sc. 
there is and ſtill muſt be a certain Order and Go- 
vernment. 


Secondly, That this Government, as to the out- 
ward Form of it, conſiſts of certain Meetings, ap- 
pointed principally for that End; yet not ſo, as 
to exclude Acts of Worſhip, if the Spirit move 
thereunto. 


Thirdly, The Object of this Government is two- 
fold, Outward: and Inwards, The Outwards re. 
late mainly to the Care of the Poor, of Widows 
and Fatherleſs ; where may be alſo included Mar- 
riages, and the Removing of all Scandals in things 
undeniably wrong: The [nwards reſpect an Apo- 
ſtacy either in Principles or Practices, that have 
a Pretence of Conſcience, and that either in denying 
ſome Truths already received and believed ; or 
aſſerting new Doctrines, that ought not to be re- 


ceived. Which again (to ſub- divide) may either 


be in Things Fundamental, and of great Moment, 
or in Things of leſs Weight in themlelves, yet pro- 
ceeding from a wrong Spirit, and which in the 

* natural 
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A Summary 
ecollection 


of thewhole 


I. 


II. 


III. 


VI. 


juſt Ground to charge them with Impoſition, or 


A Summary Recollection 


natural and certain Conſequence of them tend to 


make Schiſms, Diviſions, Animoſities, and in ſum, 
to break that Bond of Love and Unity, that is ſo 


needful to be upheld and eſtabliſned in the Church 


of Chriſt, And here come alſo under this Conſi- 


deration all Emulations, Strifes, Backbitings and 


Evil-Surmiſings. 


Fourthly, That in the true Church of Chriſt, 


(according to the Definition above given ot it) there 


will in ſuch Caſes of Differences and Controverſies 


{till be an Infallible Judgment from the Spirit ot 
God, either in one or other, few or more. 


Fifibly, That this Infallible Judgment is only and 
unalterably annexed and ſeated in the Spirit and 
Power of God ; not to any particular Perſon or 
Perſons, Meeting or Aſſembly, by Virtue of any 
ſetled Ordination, Office; Place or Station, that 
ſuch may have or have had in the Church; no Man 
Men nor Meeting, ſtanding or being inveſted in 


any Authority in the Church of Chriſt upon other 


Terms, than ſo long as he or they abide in the 
living Senſe and Unity of the Lite in their own 
Particulars: which whoſoever one or more in— 
wardly departs from, ip/o fao, loſes all Authori- 
ty, Office or certain Diſcerning, he or they for- 
merly have had ; though retaining the true Prin- 
ciples and ſound Form, and (may be) not fallen 
into any groſs Practices, as may declare them ge- 
nerally to be thus withered and decayed. 


Sixibly, That Jeſus Chriſt under the Goſpel hath 
ordinarily revealed his Will in ſuch Caſes through 
the Elders, and Miniſters of the Church, or a Ge- 


neral Meeting; whole Teſtimony is neither to be 


deſpiſed or rejected without good Cauſe. Neither 
is their taking upon them really to decide, any 


to 
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to quarrel with their Judgment; unleſs it can be 
proved, that they are decayed, _—_ have loft their 
Mg as above, 


 Seventhly, That to Submit and Obey in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, is no detracting from the common Privilege of 
Chriſtians to be inwardly led by the Spirit, ſeeing 
the Spirit has led ſome heretofore ſo to do, and 


VII. 


yet may. And that every Pretence of Unclear- 


neſs is not a ſufficient Excuſe for Diſobedience, ſee- 
ing that may proceed from Obſtinacy, or a Mind . 


prepoſſeſſed with Prejudice: Yet ſay J not, . any 
dught to do it, before they be clear; and who are, 


every Right will not want Clearneſs, in what they 


ought to do. 


And Laſtiy, That theſe Principles are no ways 
tainted with Impoſition, or contrary to true Liber- 
ty of Conſcience: And that they fundamentally 
differ from the Uſurpations both of Popery, Prelacy 
and Preſbytery, or any other of that Nature. 


Robert Barclay. 
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BOOKS lately Pabliſbed, and Sold at the Bible is 
_ George-Yard, Lombard-ftreet. 


Defence of Quatteriſm; or, An anſwer to a Book in- 

uculed A Prelervatyve againſt Quakeriſm ; Written by 
Patrick Smith, M. A. and Vicar, as he ſtiles himſelf, of 
Great Paxton in Hunlingtonſpire. In which Anſwer His 
Charges againſt the Qrakers of Deiſm, Enthuſiaſm, Hereſy, 


| 


and Schiſin, are conſidered and refuted : His Miſinterpreta- 


tions of the Hel- Scriptures manifeſted : His frequent Per- 
verſions of the Buakers Writings detected; and their truly 
Chriſtian Principles ſtated, and vindicated, in Oppoſition 
to his Allempts, which are ſhewn to be Weak and Self-con- 
tradictory. With an Appendix, containing I. An Exami- 
nation of the firſt Claſs of Quaker-Teftimonies produced in a 
late Vindication of the Biſbop of Lichfield and Coventry. 
Tt. A Detection of the Falſhood of Pickworth's Narrative. 
By Jaſepb Baſe. price 45. 24, MI. 59 

A Salutation to the Britains, to call them From the Many 
Things, to the One Thing needful, for the ſaving of their 
Souls. Eſpecially, to the poor Unlearned Tradeſmen, 
Plowmen and Shepherds, thgſe that are of a low Degree 

dike my ſelf, this, in order to direct you to know God and 

Chriſt, the only wite God, which is Life Eternal, and to 
learn of him, that you may become wiſer than your Teach- 
ers. By Ellis Pugh. price Bound 18. 

A Vindication of the Doctrine of Baptiſin, as held by the 
People call'd Quaters; in Anſwer to Philip Bedingfield's 
Pamphlets. eſpecially that called, A Letter to a Quaker in 
Norfolk: Wherein his Arguments for Water-Bapiiſm are 
Enervated : His miſtaken Notions concerning the Baptiſm 
of the Spirit, Detelted: And his Expoſition of ſundry Texts 
of Scripture, Refuted : Proving, that the Baptiſm with the 
Holy Spirit is the true Baptiſm of Chriſt; whereby every 
true Believer is initiated into the Chriſtian Church. With a 
Queſtionary Poſtſcript directed to the Clergy. By Fofiah 
Forſter. Price 15. 6d. | ; 

tial Quaker : In Anſwer to the {mpartial 


The Impar bd | 
Churchman , Written . by Dr. Robert Warren, Rector of 
By H. I. price 64. 
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